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This is my last article as president. It was not an overly
eventful year, however there were a few trials and tribulations
to make this office interesting. Having the Brunch on Saturday
instead of Sunday is probably a good idea and am looking
forward to it. I would like to thank friends that were particularly
helpful: David Riddle, our very capable webmaster and
publisher; Marty Clark, who kept the membership records in
excellent shape; Stu Lasswell who provided wise guidance;
John Reynolds, who was always available to double the
treasury in Lost Wages NV; Kathy Nuss, for her expert event
planning, and Armand LaCasse, who helped ease the rough
spots.
The toy drive was a success. I delivered a car load of
toys to the Children’s Hospital, thanks to those that donated
them. They have gone to help children ease their long
recuperative time in a strange place. Thanks All.
Looking forward, we have a Breakfast Run this month,
and the Wheels of Britain show in March, always a favorite.
We had talked about a DCTRA calendar, and I think it would
be a good idea. I believe Marty was going to work on it. Let’s
send a picture to him of a favorite Triumph - we need 13 to
make a calender.
One note, I particularly want to thank the Peterson’s for
inviting our group into their home for the Christmas party. I wish
all a very happy New Year and a prosperous one.
John Horton

FLASH: AOL Email Addresses will
no longer be allowed to subscribe
to the DCTRA Email List
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membership information.
Dues are $18.00 per year

Update Your Triumph
Membership
Marty has posted the updated membership list
on our DCTRA.org website (see files section).
It‘s updated through the January ‘08 Brunch
meeting. He is still accepting digital pictures of
your car (s) to include on this list. Club members
voted to remove unpaid listings, so these will no
longer receive club emails. If you would like your
membership to be renewed, bring your payment
to an event, meeting or mail a check (made out
to DCTRA) to our Treasurer, John Reynolds,
806 E. Campus, Tempe, AZ 85282.
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Minutes of the
December Meeting

DCTRA Toy Drive
Toys collected by DCTRA & the Breakfast Run
bunch for Phoenix Children’s Hospital, loaded on
their TR8 sleigh.

John opened the meeting at 7PM with
about 30 present, including one visitor- Don
Becker with a ’74TR6.
The minutes were accepted as printed.
Matt gave his father’s tresurer report as his Dad
was having surgery the next day. The checks to
the charaties were sent out.
Dave did another GREAT job on the newsletter.
Membership will be caught up soon there will be
a new membership list out on line soon.
Kathy gave us a rundown of upcoming eventssee her article for a complete listing. PLEASE be
sure to sign up on line for the Champaigne
Brunch on Jan 17. This is a SATURDAY!
Elections will be held . Nominations are Pres: Stu
Laswell & Kathy Slabaugh, V-P: Kathy Nuss &
Gene Glenn, Sec: Bev Peterson (Deta has
withdrawn ), Tres: John Reynolds. Absenttee
ballots will be available on line. Both husband
wife each have a vote.
A variety of subjects were covered in Tech Talk.
Meeting adj-7:35PM

Page 4

Driving Tips
Brakes and Braking
Want to be fast? Learn to brake “forward” not
“backward”
“Backward”
Light initial braking, pressing progressively
harder toward the end.
This pitches the car forward and unloads the rear
end prior to turn in and can contribute to a spin.
Requires longer braking zones and increases
corner entry time.
“Forward”
High initial pedal pressure, modulate to keep
wheels from locking up – threshold.
Shortens braking zone, decreases corner entry time, better
car balance, better brake heat.
When braking, BRAKE! Don’t
“sneak” up on a corner

Shifting
Hold the shifter “gently”
Do NOT speed shift or
“slam” the gears
“Feel” the shifter in and
out of gear.
Redline is NOT a shift
point.
When NOT shifting get your
hand OFF the shifter and on
the wheel!
No “jolts” in the upshift – keep
it linear.

X
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JIM MEDLAND, President
JEFF GIROUX, Parts Mgr.

DEL
TA
DELT
MO
TORSPOR
TS
MOT
ORSPORTS
INC
INC..

9211 N. 9TH Ave., Phoenix. AZ 85021

JOIN US FOR FREE COFFEE & DONUTS
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING FROM 9AM
ENJOY A RELAXING GET-TOGETHER
WITH YOUR FRIENDS.
OUR ENTRANCE IS ON HATCHER
WHERE 8th AVENUE WOULD BE
( IF THERE WAS ONE ) - C'MON DOWN!
e-mail: delta-ms@earthlink.net

Parts and Accessories
for Fine
British Automobiles
Fax

DCTRA.ORG
Email Account
Want to get a DCTRA email account
(yourname@dctra.org)? Send an email to
Dave@microworks.net and request one.
You can access the account via a web interface
at http://www.dctra.org:8383 or you can use a
regular email client like Outlook, Eudora, etc…
There is even built in support for syncing with
Outlook and PDA phones (Windows Mobile,
Blackberry, etc...)
The mail server is configured to provide stringent
SPAM and Virus filtering so you can use the
account with little fear of being bombarded with
SPAM or getting a virus infected attachment.

(602) 971- 8609 Phone (602) 265-8026
Settings for your mail client: set both the POP3
and the SMTP Server to dctra.org.
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Classified
TRIUMPH/TOYOTA TRANSMISSION
ADAPTORS
Put a Toyota 5 Speed into your TR-3 or TR-4,
Transmission adaptor uses stock Triumph
hydralic clutch set up. Adaptor Kit, with
instruction, pictures $500.00, Bill Close, Mesa,
Az, (602-524-5351)
Lease Return Notebooks & Computers
Dave Riddle has some more notebook
computers that are available off lease return.
Typical notebook is either a Dell or an HP
Business class and the typical cost if between
$350 and $400 and include carrying cases.
Contact him at 480-610-8234 or
dave@microworks.net
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Calendar of Events
The first Sunday in January, the 4th, the
Arizona Mini Owners invite you to another driving
event. Their Landmark Rally will start from the 5
& Diner at Superstition Springs, first car leaving
at 2:00pm so there’s time for lunch there first.
No need to bring a camera this year as the
photos will be provided and you have to spot
where they are ! Here again a navigator who
knows right from left would be very helpful. Also
please let us know if you are coming, we will
end up with tea and crumpets.
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Sunday January 18th will be a breakfast run,
organized by the BME. Meet at 32nd & Shea at
7:30 to leave at 8. No need to RSVP for this one.
Saturday, January 24th is the 15th Annual car
show in Tubac, organized by the Santa Cruz
Valley car nuts. All info and entry forms are
available at www.carnuts.org.
Saturday, January 31. Day at the Track. See
page 22
Looking way ahead there will be a car show in
Gold Canyon on Saturday, February 14th, more
on that later but mark your calendars.
The Highland Games will be at Margaret Hance
Park again on February 21st and 22nd. Forms
will be available at the lights tour.
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Also the 10th Wheels of Britain will be at
Heritage Square on Sunday March 8th. Forms
will be out soon.

)RUPRUHLQIRUPDWLRQ
DERXWWLFNHWV)5((SDUNLQJ
)5((VKXWWOHFRQWDFW

ZZZDUL]RQDVFRWVFRP
(QWHUWDLQPHQW $WKOHWLFV +LJKODQG 6FRWWLVK
&RXQWU\'DQFH 0DVV%DQGV 5HHQDFWPHQW
%ULWLVK&DUV &ODQV )XQ)LOOHG:HH2QHV$UHD
6FRWWLVK0HUFKDQGLVH *LIWV )RRG

0$5.<285&$/(1'$5

Page 9

Wild West Stag
Contributed by Chris Hansel

As you can see from the accompanying
photo, our Emerald Green 1973 Stag, did a very
un-stag like thing. It got into a parade on
November 11th, Veteran’s Day. The most

interesting thing was we did not volunteer, we
were drafted!
This all started a week earlier. My wife,
Anne Marie and I drove the Stag, which we call
Froggie, to the Tonto Basin Library to use the
computer. Temperatures were still in the eighties
so it seemed like the right car to take. I was
sitting at the keyboard typing out emails when
this tall, lanky, dusty, stern looking
cowboy asked me if I owned that car
parked outside. Replying that I did,
fearing for the worse, had I run over
his horse? However, this was not the
case. He smiled and replied, “Well,
how would you like to be in the
Veteran’s Day parade this weekend
carrying the parade Queen?
It turned out I was talking to
one of our local legends, Jack
Kerchum, President of the local
veterans lodge, and former Maine,
and combat veteran of Iwo Jima.
Jack had a problem. The regular parade queen
car was MIA, a 1955 Cadillac convertible that

allowed the parade queen to sit on the boot area
of the car. Jack was in a fix, just aren’t any droptops up this way. Why should there be? How in
hell would a cowboy transport his horse, or ATV,
in one of those things? Cannot put the old nag in
the back seat. Well it turns out there were only
two convertibles in Tonto Basin, the Caddy, and
Froggie. Guess what Froggie;
you are in the Marines now!
Well, everything turned out
just great. The parade Queen,
who we knew, is the owner of
the only restaurant in town.
She was fine about using an
old foreign car. That roll bar
works very well as a support
for the person sitting on the
steel boot. The steel boot was
able to hold the weight with no
problem. The crowd turnout
was amazing. I think only
about 1500 people live in this
little Arizona town; about 400 to
500 were there. When the Stag crossed in front
of the reviewing stand, the master of ceremonies
announced to the crowd that this strange looking
car was from England, and that it was no trailer
queen having recently been driven from New
Jersey to Tonto Basin just for this parade. Well,
he rather made up that last part, but the parade
was a success. In addition, Froggie, after 35

years, got his richly deserved day in the sun, far,
far away from dear old England.
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Cruise Night Locations
Albertsons Shopping Center - Warner and
Lindsey Friday Nights
Scottsdale Pavillions near McDonalds
Saturday evenings from 4:30
Mesa - 2nd Friday of each month in Downtown
Mesa
Mesa - Power & Hampton on Saturday
Evenings
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Last Sunday of every month
Cruise-in at Red Mountain.
summer hours - May-September 3:30-6:30
winter hours - October-April
202 and Recker rd N/E corner
Weather permitting
Questions callGerry@ 602-430-4094
http://www.rmcchurch.org/mens/ci.html
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DCTRA
Christmas Party
Contributed by Bev Peterson with
Photos by John Horton

The annual DCTRA Christmas party was held
December 13 at Pete & Bev Peterson’s house in
Carefree, with club members making the trek up

the mountain from as far away as Apache
Junction, Queen Creek and Peoria for the
occasion. About 20 stalwart partygoers braved
the threat of bad weather to attend. Pete’s lighted
TR3A and a driveway lined with luminaries

showed the location of a home decorated in
“Triumph” for the holidays. The tree was hung
with TR parts and memorabilia; TR parts
decorated tables and shelves and even the
fireplace; and TR posters, ads and models
added to the décor.

Everyone brought a delicious variety of dishes,
and the hosts prepared a ham and a rosemarycrusted turkey breast paid for by the club. The
men proved to be skillful cooks as well as the
women, notably Virgil’s beans, Stu’s pies, John’s
shrimp dish and
Court’s casserole.
Along with cornbread
dressing, salads,
cakes, cobblers and
cookies, there was
no shortage of the
club’s specialty –
FOOD. Needless to
say, everybody ate a
considerable amount

and there
were very few
leftovers to
distribute at
the end of the
evening. The
weather
cooperated
beautifully and
people were
able to sit by the firepit on the patio as well as
Continued on page 15
Page 13
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inside.

Marlene & Virgil Cole
Deb & Stu Lasswell
Kathy & John Nuss
John & Beth Horton
Kathy & Court Slabaugh
Deta Hampsch
Armand LaCasse
Gene Glenn & Linda & son
Charise & George Montgomery
Patrick McDermott
Ron Gurnee
Marie Thompson
Pete & Bev Peterson

The highlight of the party
was the traditional “white
elephant” gift exchange a lot of fun with the
usual thievery and
everyone trying to keep
track of how many times
a particular gift had been
stolen. Some items
changed hands rapidly
while others sat forlornly
in front of people who

(I apologize if I’ve missed anyone)

desperately tried to
offload their
unwanted
“elephant” onto
some other
unsuspecting
victim.

I personally and
publicly want to thank
everyone for coming
and especially those
who pitched in to help
me with the
preparations and
cleanup. It was a good
time!
Bev
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Redoing the Interior
Panels of a TR3
Contributed by Jim Bauder

My brother Randy and I redid the interior
of my now sold BRG ‘58 TR3 ourselves. I was
always impressed with the panels done by Moss
and the Roadster factory. However, I didn’t think
that they were really representative of the
originals on the TR3s I had owned and driven in
the 1960’s, I had owned this car since
approximately 1975 and it was fairly original
(except for the color!) before we started the
restoration.
Randy cut out the door and front and rear
quarter panels from 1/8 inch un-tempered
Masonite, (which I believe is almost unavailable
these days!) using the originals as patterns. I had
purchased enough vinyl from an upholstery
wholesaler to cover the whole interior, including
the dashboard so it would all match. I was very
particular about the vinyl, because I wanted to
match the original vinyl as closely as possible.
The original vinyl was very thin, and very “hard”,
not like the expanded vinyl, we so often see
today. I also insisted that it be very stable, not
“stretchy”, like the vinyl that is available today. I
only spent around $60.00 or so for enough to do
the interior. Randy and I used brush on heavy
duty contact cement for all of the panels.
However, we used spray-on contact cement for
the dash, but I would use the brush on type if I
were to do it again, as the vinyl on my dash did
lift in spots!

in the originals to provide the small amount of
padding as was used originally, next came the
vinyl. We glued the vinyl down around the edges
along with the contrasting piping trim, which I had
custom made at an upholstery shop with very
long ’tails’, then we glued the vinyl around the
inside edges of the hole for the door pocket
access and and clamped everything with clothes
pins, etc.. The next day or so, after the glue had
dried we then bolted the door pockets in place
reusing the same Kep-nuts and flat washers.
We also redid all of the rear cockpit
capping pieces and the inner fenders with the
same vinyl used on the other interior panels. I
had an upholstery shop make new inner fender
covers using the originals as patterns with the
same white piping and cotton batting as we used
on the door panels. I was able to restore the rear
seat back by carefully cleaning the overspray that
had been there for 25 or 30 years and removing
lots of dirt and grime. After that we replaced the
piping so that it matched the door panels too.
The dash board, door top, and elbow cappings
were all recovered using a leather ‘kit’ from the
Roadster Factory.
It was a lot of work doing all of this interior
restoration essentially by hand but certainly worth
it as the finished car looked like it just came out
of the factory!

I replaced the completely worn out door
pockets with the then available new flocked door
pockets from the Roadster Factory. First we used
fairly long (maybe ½ inch) 4-40 flat-headed
machine screws in place of the very hard to
install rivets originally used to hold the door
pockets in place with Kep-nuts and large flat
washers. However, we did not install the door
pockets yet! Just the screws where they needed
to go, then we laid cotton batting used for quilts,
polyester would work also, but cotton was used
Page 16

Jim’s recently restored TR250
on it’s way to Triumphest 2008

Website Makeover
The DCTRA website gets a makeover!
The previous design was on-line for for two
years. Time for an update. I had been working
on a redesign on and off for a while but after
getting a copy of the photo of Jim Bauder’s
restored TR250 I was inpired as to the color
selection and other design accents.
Hope you like it.
This got me thinking that I would keep the
design elements the same but just change
the header photo and update the color
scheme to match the photo.
Therefore... If you would like to
see your car featured like Jim’s
please email me a nice high
resolution photo of your car. Give
me plenty of background room
around the car (meaning: don’t
zoom in on your car and make
sure the background
is “pleasing” and
complimentary to your
car) so that I can
better crop and
position the car within
the header area.
It’s a great time of the
year to have the car
out so get the out to a
park, etc... and take
some new photos!
I also added a free
“Classified
Advertising” section.
Give it a try!
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Member Profile

deck lid, which blew off while being transported
to Tucson. I will need to replace or repair the
bonnet, it was louvered back in the 60’s. Is
anyone looking for a louvered TR3 bonnet?

From “Members Cars” on DCTRA.ORG

Keith Davis ‘56 TR 3 & 74 TR6

As you can see from the picture, I should have
plenty of help and supervision from Mallard and
Ladybug.

I’ve been a Triumph nut all the way back to my
senior year of High School, 1977 when I
purchased a 1974 Pimento Red
TR6, which I still own. While
still living in Ohio I traveled to
Texas, Colorado and took many
trips up and down the east
coast.
I moved to Arizona in 1999 and
in 2001 came up against the AZ
Emission test in which I failed
numerous times. At this time I
decided to restore the car. I
have always enjoyed taking
things apart, but the problem
was it took me off the road for 3
years. This time I was able to
get it thru emissions after
discovering a bad cam shaft.
In May of 2006 I ventured away from Triumph’s
and purchased a 1958 BN4 Austin Healey to
restore only to find a bent frame and other untold
ugly stories with the car. Needless to say, I sold it
9 months later to someone that was going to
make a street rod out of it and didn’t care about
the problems.
Which brings me to my latest purchase. After
looking at an old DCTRA membership list I made
a random call to a great couple in Tucson. After
explaining who I was and that I was inquiring if
they knew anyone who had a TR3 for sale. It
turns out they had been thinking of selling their
1956 TR3. They purchased the car in 1958 in
Tempe so the car has spent most of it’s time in
Arizona. The first year of the car’s life is
unknown.
The car is a Salvador or Winchester Blue with
factory overdrive, and a steel hard top. The car
has all of original rust fee panels except for the

See page 27 for instructions on how to post
your own TR Story on the DCTRA Website
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Day at the Races
We are planning a “Day At The Races” on
January 31st out at Phoenix International
Raceway.
Meet at Phoenix International Raceway
around 11am on the morning of 1/31
On arrival park in the area of in-field Turn
2 (track maps will be suppied to those who RSVP
- see Yellow X on map on Page 5 of the
newsletter). At Lunch time we will form up in the
east end of the Cold Pits and when the last group
race/DE comes off track and the workers break
for Lunch we will take the cars out on track
behind the Pace Car for a lapping session.
Figure maybe six laps or about 15 minutes.
Speed probably kept to about 50mph.
For those that think 50 will be too slow
consider that every student I have ever had as
PIR goes through the Oval portion of the track at
no faster then 65 their first time out and this is in
a session with no speed limit. I happened to
watch a little bit of the last NASCAR race at PIR

and saw that the telemetry off their cars was
showing a speed through the part of the oval that
you will be on being no faster then 110.
Then the cars would come back in and
park in the same area near infield Turn 2. We
will have lunch (sandwiches, sodas, etc...) and
watch some of the races/groups from there when
sessions start backup after Lunch.
Cost: FREE. Just have the club pay for the sub
sandwiches and drinks.
NASA provides pretty good sub
sandwiches (from Subway) for the Instructors for
our lunch so could have them bring in a couple of
extra platters for us and we just bring a cooler
with drinks and anything else we would want to
have.
All you would need to bring if you wanted
was a chair to sit in and eat lunch. Then wander
the paddock looking at some of the cool cars that
are always out for these events.
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Note: See track map on page 5

Page 22

DCTRA 2007 Membership Application & Renewal Form
Please print and return completed form to:
John Reynolds, Treasurer
806 E. Campus
Tempe, AZ 85282

Member Info:
Name:
Address:
City:

State:

ZIP:

Phone:

Phone:

email:
(required for newsletter notification)

Auto Info:
Make:

Model:

Commission #:

Make:

Model:

Commission #:

Make:

Model:

Commission #:

Length of Membership
One Year

I would like to Receive the Newsletter via:

$18.00
Two Years
$34.00

Email
US Mail

Three Years
$50.00

Comments/Suggestions:

Form may be returned to John Reynolds,
Treasurer, 806 E. Campus, Tempe, AZ 85282
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We still have copies of the Triumphest 2007
Event Poster.
Don’t have one hanging in your garage?
Get one!
Only $1.00
Contact Dave Riddle at 480-610-8234 or via
email: dave@microworks.net to arramge to get
one at a Club Meeting
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January 2009 Election Brunch Location
For the past number of years the Annual Election Brunch has been held at the Landmark
Restaurant.

three entree selections include beverage and
dessert (New York Cheesecake)
*Note: Given the “banquet” nature of this event
we are only allowed to request that the beef be
served at a single temperature. Therefore
MEDIUM is chosen to accommodate the widest
range as opposed to Rare or Well Done.

Date: Saturday January 17, 2009
Arrival time: 11:00am
Foor Service: 11:30am
Menu Options for the Election Brunch
Salad Room = Fresh salad ingredients, assorted
hot soups, hot appetizers and other sweet and
exotic items. $20
Beef = Flat-Iron Steak - Ten Ounces of flavorful
USDA Choice (served MEDIUM)*. $22
Chicken = Champagne Chicken - Sauteed
Chicken breast accompanied by our popular
champagne cream sauce. $23
The Beef and Chicken entrees include a garden
salad with a raspberry vinaigrette, mashed
potatoes, a seasonal vegetable. Additionally, all

Cost shown is per person and is payable to
DCTRA.
Like last year an RSVP and Meal Reservation
system will be placed on the DCTRA website or
can be emailed directly to dave@microworks.net
We have to let the Resturant know the meal
selections by 1/13/09. Any additional attendees
that have not RSVPed with the meal selection
prior to that date will be limited to the “Salad
Room” (or course given the number of selections
in there that is not really a limit).

Page 21
Page 26

Post Your TR Story to the
Club’s Website
All members that Register with the website (http:/
/www.dctra.org) can post a profile and history of
themselves and their car(s) along with a photo.
Visit the site and on th emembership page you
can find a detailed step-by-step process
(including pictures!) of how to do it.
http://www.dctra.org/files/How_to_post.pdf

advice on photos.
7. This opens the normal Choose File dialog box.
Find the file you want to upload. Click on it and
then select the “Open” button. If you want give
the file a Title and a description.
8. Press the “Upload” button.
9. Leave the settings “Show Thumbnail” and
“Link File” just like they are.
10. Now backup in the box where you typed your
“Post” place the cursor where you want the
picture to be located.

Our Webmaster would be happy to post your info
for you if the following sems to complicated. Just
email him (dave@microworks.net) with the text
you want and a picture if you have one.

11. Press the button “Send to editor”

Or…

13. If you want people to be able to comment
about your post leave the Comments and Ping
boxes checked. Otherwise uncheck them.

You can follow the instructions below or go to
http://www.dctra.org/files/How_to_post.pdf to
open/download a PDF document that takes you
through the process step-by-step with
illustrations.

12. Over on the right hand side in the Categories
menu place a check in the “Members Cars” box.

14. Press the “Publish” button
Now you can “View site” and see your post in the
“Members Cars” category!

1. Login

—————–

2. Select “Write” from the menu at the top (your
account must be upgraded from the initial level
when the account was created - if you do not see
the “Write” option send an email to Dave to have
your account upgraded)

A Note about posting and uploading your picture
in your Member Posting. PLEASE PLEASE
PLEASE pay attention to the size of the picture
you want to upload. Resize the image so that it is
no more than 600 pixels wide. If you do not
know how to do that feel free to email the picture
to dave@microworks.net and he will resize the
image and email it back to you.

3. Fill in the Title box. For example enter your
name: John Q. Public
4. In the Post box fill in a little bit about yourself,
your car and how the two of you got together.
5. DO NOT CHECK the “Notify everyone
(regardless of subsription).
Now to upload your picture(s) to accompany your
post...
6. Select the “Browse” button on the right hand
side of the field called “File” See below for some
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Full Ser
vice Pr
of
essional F
lorist
Service
Prof
ofessional
Florist
Locally Owned and Oper
ated Since 1960
Opera

ORDER BY PHONE
24 HOURS
AYS A WEEK
HOURS.. 7 D
DA

602-840-1200
11 Valleywide Locations . . .
Phoenix. Scottsdale. Mesa . Glendale . Chandler . Sun City West .Tempe

DCTRANEWSLETTER
1555SOUTHCACTUSROAD
APACHEJUNCTION,
ARIZONA,U.S.A.85219-7726

