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Websites
Desert Centre-Triumph Register of America

www.dctra.org

Triumph Sports Car Club of San Diego  http://clubs.hemmings.com/sandiegotriumph
Portland Triumph Owners Association   www.portlandtriumph.org
Tyee Triumph Club(Seattle)    www.tyee.triumph.org
British Columbia Triumph Registry   www.3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry
All British Field Meet (Portland)    www.abfm-pdx.com
Vintage Triumph Register     www.vtr.org AND www.vtr2007.com
Triumph 2000/2500/2.5 Register    www.t2000register.org.uk
Rimmer Bros      www.rimmerbros.co.uk
Stag Owners Club      www.stag.org.uk
TR Sports 6 Club      www.tr-register.co.uk/news.htm
British Auto Works (OR)    www.britishautoworks.com
British Wire Wheel      www.britishwirewheel.com
Save Our Cars      www.saveourcars.org
British Car Forum      www.britishcarforum.com
Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club   www.triumphtravelers.org
Southern California Triumph Owners Assn  www.sctoa.org
British Motor Heritage Group    www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
6-Pack –USA Club for TR6/TR250 Owners  www.6-pack.org
Okanagan British Car Club (B.C.)   www.obcc.ca
Vintage Sports Car Club of Calgary (Alberta)  www.vsccc.ca
Moss Motors      www.mossmotors.com
Small auction and forum     www.britishcarauction.com
Classic Autosport Magazine    www.classicautosport.net
International Spitfire Database    www.members.cox.net/spitlist
British Motor Club of Utah     www.britishmotorclub.org
Columbia Gorge MGA Club (Classic Gorge Rally) www.columbiagorgemgaclub.com
Victoria British      www.victoriabritish.com
Triumph Register of Southern California   www.socaltriumphs.org
Hill Country Triumph Club     www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Tucson British Car Register    www.tucsonbritish.com
Central Coast British Car Club    www.centralcoastbritishcarclub.com
Texas Triumph Register     www.texastriumphregister.org
Delta Motorsports     www.deltamotorsports.com
C.A.R.S of Phoenix     www.englishbawbsclassics.com
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NEXT CLUB MEETING:
July 10, 2012 @ 7:00 PM

Denny’s Restaurant
650 N. Scottsdale Rd., Tempe, AZ 85281

Come Early to Socialize with other Members
 

2012 Officers
President             VP & Events
George Montgomery            Matt Reynolds
480-290-1310             480-968-6078
georgemontgomery@escapees.com    bsatr6@yahoo.com

Secretary  Treasurer
Bev Peterson  John Reynolds
480-488-4872  480-968-6078
bev@carefree.org johntempe82@yahoo.com

2012 Appointees
AAHC Rep   Distribution
John Horton   Jim Andres
602-843-1399   480-628-7635
johnehorton@yahoo.com jimandres@yahoo.com

Historian   Membership
Armand LaCasse  Trudy Crable
602-904-1037   480-734-5871
big.blue.truck@live.com  trujoye@gmail.com

Tech Advisors   Webmaster & Newsletter
Armand LaCasse  Dave Riddle
602-904-1037   480-610-8234
big.blue.truck@live.com  dave@microworks.net
Roy Stoney
602-231-0706
royston469@msn.com

Advertising
One Year placement in the newsletter and a link on the 
dctra.org website

FULL PAGE: $100.00      1/2 PAGE:  $60.00
1/4 PAGE:     $35.00      BUSINESS CARD: $25.00
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On the Cover:

Near Fontevraud Abbey in the Loire Valley 
in France.  1979 Spitfire owned (and driven) 

by a Germany couple. - Julian Anderson
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EDITORS DESK
Dave Riddle

 Not much to say this month.  It’s hot (but 
then it is summer), business is erratic (but then 
with the continuing economic conditions...) but 
being able to take some time to take the grand-
child for his first foray into the pool makes things 
a bit better.

Looking to the future we have Triumphest coming 
up and with the report that the clock of rooms at 
Little America has been sold out and thus requir-
ing additional rooms at a second hotel certainly 
sounds like good news for the anticipated number 
of people and cars that will be in attendance.

I’m hoping to make some major changes to the 
DCTRA website over the next month or two so be 
on the lookout for any debris during the construc-
tion…  Will be reorganizing much of the content 
and adding an easy to use Calendar that the VP/
Events Chair can use add events, outings, etc…



Prez Sez - April

Minutes of the
June Meeting
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George Montgomery

Bev Peterson

 Last month Charisse and I celebrated our 
17th wedding anniversary on June 15th.  My 
sister and her husband celebrated their 50th an-
niversary.  Because of other commitments each 
of us had neither of us could get together on “the 
day” so we decided to meet at the next best.   
Last week Charisse and I flew to Albuquerque to 
meet with Jenny and Bob.  Bob had been an US 
Air Force captain stationed there back in the ‘70’s 
for 3-4 years.  They are familiar with ABQ, which 
made for a great time exploring that city and all of 
its offerings.  We rode a local trolley; touring Old 
Town and the rest of that city hearing all of the 
history and folk lore of the area.  There were a 
lot of interesting and surprising facts about ABQ, 
and guess what?  They are as proud of their city 
as we are ours. 

 We spent one day taking a light rail train to 
Santa Fe, a beautiful little city in the mountains at 
about 7,200 ft.  ABQ is at 5,400 ft which makes 
for fairly pleasant days and cool evenings, much 
like our Prescott.  Two things unique about New 
Mexico are that adobe housing and structures 
are encouraged and sometime required and that 
the state has resolved never to tear down any of 
their old historic buildings, but to refurbish, renew 
and repurpose them; some waiting for years for 
someone’s inspiration.  A huge and historic rail-
road manufacture and repair facility has sat for 
15-20 years for some such ideal.  It has broken 
glass panes, rusted frame work and siding, but it 
earns the city several hundred thousand per year 
as various film producers rent  it as the backdrop 
for their movies.  The Matrix series to name one; 
I wish I could remember the others.  The tour 
guide pointed our several houses and buildings 
that were (and are) used for at least a dozen 
movies and TV shows.

 As we left Santa Fe (it was a Friday about 
4:30PM) there were a number of Mustangs and 
’50-‘60’s cars began appearing downtown around 
the plaza.  They eventually began to park around 
the plaza backed in, in the usual car display for-

mation.  They were getting ready for a car show 
of what appeared to be all manner of cars.  I wish 
we had known that there was to be a car show 
that day.  I wished that we could have waited 
for the next train, an hour later. Waiting for our 
shuttle bus to take us back to the train, I saw a 
very pretty TR3; an Inca yellow with camel inte-
rior about ½ blocks away.  I started to walk over 
to it just as our shuttle arrived.  It was the only 
Triumph that I saw the whole trip. 

 While Charisse and I traveled this country 
for 15 years in our motorhome, I used to keep 
track of the number of Triumphs that we saw.  
There weren’t many, 1-2 per week if you look in 
the right places, seems there more when we first 
started, 1995, than during the later years 2008-
10.  They’re an uncommon sight indeed anymore.   
I hope Triumphs on the road such as vintage 
Healeys, Jags and other obscure marquees don’t 
become so rare that they are only seen at annual 
shows and museums.

 Another day, in ABQ, was spent with Bob 
and I at the Unser Racing Museum.  The Unser 
claim ABQ as their home.  I have some photos to 
be included in this newsletter if Dave has room 
for them.

 We’ll see you at the July business meeting 
on July 10th, and I’ll be driving Jack with his new 
interior this time.  Yeah!!!! 

Vice President Matt Reynolds opened the meet-
ing at 7:10 p.m. on June 12, 2012 at DENNY’S 
RESTAURANT at 670 N. Scottsdale Road in 
Tempe.

39 people signed the roster:

Jim Bartels
Jim Bauder
Pete Bowen
Ron Cole – drove a TR



�

Michael & Jackalyn Devine (visitors) – drove a TR
George & Chris Durkin
Gene Glenn
Ron Gurnee
Deta Hampsch & Lee Loftin
Jim Harvey (visitor) – drove a TR
Jim & Sue Jane Hughes
Jody Kerr & Family
Stu & Debbie Lasswell
Bob Mazer
George & Cheri Montgomery & Mackenzie Klepper
Frank & Ann Montone
Dave & Denine Muré
Linda Nicholson
John & Kathy Nuss
Pete & Bev Peterson
JOHN & Matt Reynolds – drove a TR
Dave Riddle
Rick & Marsha Shaul (visitors)– drove a TR
Dave Smith (visitor) – drove a TR

6 TRIUMPHS WERE DRIVEN TO THE MEET-
ING!

VISITORS: Michael & Jackalyn Devine from East 
Mesa - have 1962 and 1974 Spitfires and a 1960 
TR3A.
George & Cheri Montgomery’s granddaughter, 
Mackenzie Klepper, is visiting from Florida.
Rick & Marsha Shaul from North Phoenix – have 
a TR7 convertible.
Jim Harvey, who was a member in the mid-90’s 
and has just rejoined the club, lives in the central 
Phoenix area and has a 1964 TR4A.
Dave Smith, who lives in the west Phoenix area, 
has a 1966 Spitfire.

MINUTES: The May 8, 2012 minutes, as pub-
lished in the June newsletter, were approved.

TREASURER: John Reynolds reported on the 
club’s account balances.

MEMBERSHIP: Trudy Crable was not present to 
report.

NEWSLETTER: Dave Riddle said the newsletter 
was produced.
AAHC: Jim Bauder said there will be nothing to 
report until September.

OWNERSHIP UPDATES: There were no chang-
es reported.

EVENTS: Armand & Ann LaCasse will host a 
pool party July 14. Check for other events and 
get more information in the newsletter and on our 
website: www.dctra.org

TECHNICAL: Armand LaCasse was not present.
John Reynolds displayed a gas line pincher tool 
that he said was very helpful when disconnecting 
a fuel pump. He also described trying to diagnose 
a problem he had with his TR6 that turned out to 
be a failed seal on the supercharger, letting it fill 
up with oil. He also talked about the Wilton Com-
pany in New Hampshire converting his original 
voltage regulator to solid state. He said Gene 
Glenn saved the day for him when he needed a 
generator and Jim Hughes recommended Jennco 
in Mesa for generator rebuilds.
Stu Lasswell spoke about fixing the lead wire on 
his starter.
John Reynolds spoke about Royal Purple, an 
additive for radiators. He and several other club 
members discussed this and mentioned that you 
should NOT use distilled water in your radiator as 
it is more corrosive – use PURIFIED DRINKING 
WATER instead.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS: Jody Kerr said he will be get-
ting a lot of stuff chromed in about one month at 
a place in Tucson. Anyone can contact him if they 
would like to add pieces and go in with him on it.
TRIUMPHEST 2012 REPORT: George Durkin 
distributed a written progress report and said that 
they have 22 registrations to date.

With no other business, the meeting adjourned at 
7:33 p.m.
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You are cordially invited to attend a Pool Party at Ann and Armand’s house.
 

Summer evenings just after the sun sets are a wonderful time for a pool party.  The pool is heated by 
solar panels and the water will be 90 degrees.  Ann and I are Arizona temperature wimps so we think 

80 degree water is ‘freezing’!  
 

In years past we had pool regattas with model boats that would fit in a shoe box.  The rules included 
no internal combustion engines and nothing that would “hurt” the pool.  You are welcome to bring your 

pool regatta boat for a little retro racing.  
 

Saturday, July 14, 2012
Arrive after 6:00 pm

Cooking on the grill begins after 6:30 pm
Bangers, brats and soft drinks will be provided

 
Please plan on bringing a dish to share

You are welcome to bring your libations – and some to share!
Bring your favorite folding chair or use one of our plastic chairs

 
We are located near Northern and Central in Phoenix.  For address security and party planning rea-

sons, we are not publishing our address online.  To RSVP, confirm the food dish you are bringing, and 
get location directions, please call 

Ann at 480 776-2916 or
Armand at 602 904-1037
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I’m trying to help a friend sell his 1965 TR4A. The 
car will require a complete restoration but I think 
that it would be a good starting point. I have at-
tached some photos that I took of the car. It looks 
pretty much rust free. There might have been 
some repair in the inner rocker panel below the 
driver’s door. Doug (my friend) said it has been 
in his garage for the last 20 years. I know that 
Mike Higgins at Vehicle Performance Center had 
rebuilt the engine years ago. Doug has Parkinson 
disease and has lost his ability to talk so I have 
volunteered to be the contact in selling the car for 
him. I’m a car guy so I should be able to answers 
questions about the car. My contact info is:
 
Richard Crabb
(602)216-9737
richard@fastq.com
 
Doug wants $6,000 or best offer. The car is in 
Cave Creek and I can arrange appointments to 
look at the car

1965 TR4A
For Sale
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Calendar of Events
 To add or host an event, contact Matt 
Reynolds, VP and Activities 480-968-6078 / bsatr6@
yahoo.com

	 A “Vendors” menu option has been added 
to the website.  Selecting that menu option will 
show you a listing of vendors (services, parts, 
repair, etc...) that DCTRA members have had 
experieince with and are recommending to other 
members.

 If you have a Vendor to recommend you 
will notice at the bottom of the list that a form 
has been provided for you to fill out.  When we 
receive your completed form we will add your rec-
ommended vendor to the list.

Recommended
Vendors

 Contact Trudy Crable at 480-734-5871 for 
membership information.  Dues are $18.00 per 
year

Membership

 Trudy has posted the updated membership 
list on our DCTRA.org website (see files section).  
It‘s updated through the January ‘08 Brunch 
meeting.  She is still accepting digital pictures of 
your car(s) to include on this list. Club members 
voted to remove unpaid listings, so these will no 
longer receive club emails.  If you would like your 
membership to be renewed, bring your payment 
to an event, meeting or mail a check  (made out 
to DCTRA) to our Treasurer, John Reynolds, 806 
E. Campus, Tempe, AZ 85282. 

Update Your
Triumph Membership

Arizona Auto Scene (www.arizonaautoscene.
com) is Arizona’s newest, most complete re-
source for automotive related events, cruises, 
news and more.  We also feature free classified 
ads.  Please take a look.  If you like the site, 
please share it with your friends.

DCTRA Events July 2012

14th - Pool Party. See Announcement on page 8
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Aston Martin Cygnet.  This is just so wrong...
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Classified
Classified ad’s are free to DCTRA Members
TRIUMPH / TOYOTA
TRANSMISSION ADAPTORS
Put a Toyota 5 Speed into your TR-3 or TR-4, 
Transmission adaptor uses stock Triumph hydral-
ic clutch set up. Adaptor Kit, with instruction, and 
pictures. Bill Close (602-524-5351)
http://www.eaglegatellc.com

Mechanic/Painter
Mechanical, Paint and Body Work
Over 30 years experience in high end restoration 
work.
Honest and dependable with very reasonable 
rates.
Owner of a 1973 Triumph TR6 since 1975.
Located in North Phoenix 602-569-4889
Please ask for Pat when calling.

TR6 complete engine/parts for sale
Variety of used TR6 parts and complete 1970 
engine on stand for sale. Also an aftermarket TR6 
Hardtop. Will sell all for $1250. Please forward to 
all who may be interested.
Contact Rick 520-780-1948
rschuarizona@yahoo.com

GT6 Engine
1968 GT-6 engine complete bought from wreck-
ing yard in Flagstaff $250.00 Scottsdale 602-377-
8559

Original 1976 TR6 for sale with very good condi-
tion factory Topaz (orange-yellow) paint and only 
70,983 original miles since new.  Interior and soft 
top are also in good condition.  Has circa 1976 
dealer installed luggage rack and racing stripes.   
The frame is rusted under passenger side and 
the rear-end clunks under acceleration (U-joints? 
Differential?).   Car has not been driven or started 
since 2008.   $4000, as is.  Call John at 602-762-
1320 or email jlindly@cox.net for more informa-
tion or for photos.

My TR3A project parts: is just about finished 
and there are many parts left over.  Here are sev-
eral that are ready for a new home:
1 used TR3 windshield (clear) $50.00
1 New TR3 windshield (clear)  Roadster Factory 
$154 + about $100 postage & shipping $200.00
1 rear seat (leather)(Moss), black with white pip-
ing  $349.95 ready to install $300.00
1 hard top shell with drip rails/w rear window that 
came with the top  $ 350.00
1 Heater reconditioned $350.00
1 set of seats (core only) $100.00
1 set of side curtain frames $75.00 There 
are several fenders and doors in good 
to fair  condition priced accordingly.                                           
Pick up only or call and maybe something can be 
worked out. Jim Hughes 480 924.3565

1974 Triumph Spitfire 1500
20K original miles, new top, never driven in the 
winter. Good condition, some rust, been sitting for 
awhile and Not currently  road ready - $2500 or 
best offer. I bought this car when it was 6 months 
old and shipped it here from Ohio.
Rick Humiston
3708 E. Briarwood Terrace
Phoenix, Az. 85048
480-759-6840

�0%	Labor	Discount	for	DCTRA	Members

We still have copies of 
the Triumphest 2007 

Event Poster.
Don’t have one hanging 

in your garage?
Get one!

Free to a good home
(or garage!)

Contact Dave Riddle 
at 480-610-8234 or via 
email: dave@micro-

works.net to arramge 
to get one at a Club 

Meeting



1�

 On a recent trip to Albuquerque, NM, I had 
a chance to tour the Unser Racing Museum.  It is 
located on a boulevard near the middle of the city 
in two buildings.  It has memorabilia of the who 
family’s racing career: Grandfather, Louis, Sr., 
son Jerry, Sr. and sons Bobby, Al, Sr., Jerry, Jr. 
and all of their sons.

 The Unser family first immigrated from 
Switzerland to Colorado Springs, CO not long 
after the turn of the 20th Century.  Granddad, 

Unser Racing
Museum

George Montgomery

Louis, being especially skilled in the emerging 
automobile engine industry instilled an interest in 
automobiles and racing.  They started at nearby 
Pikes Peak in 1916, then added racing on dirt 
tracks then pavement.  They eventually moved 
on to racing at Indianapolis.  The family moved 
to Albuquerque during the Depression to start an 
automobile repair business.  Grandfather Louis, 
Sr. and son were each involved various phases 
of the auto racing industry. 

 The museum is filled with examples of the 
various race cars arranged in all of the various 
categories that they ran. There is one room de-
voted to trophies only.  If you are ever in Albu-
querque, it is well worth the $10 admission ($6 
for active military and seniors).
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Dirt Track Racer with a Jag Engine

Engine Room

Indy Car

Pikes Peak & Dirt Track Racers

Pikes Peak Racer

Trophy Room
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Local Cruise Nights
Fridays:
Chandler - East Valley Cruise-In at Fulton 
Ranch Towne Center - S.W. corner of Arizona 
Ave. & Ocotillo Rd. - 6-9pm - Info: Stephanie 
623.582.9599

Glendale - KOOL Radio Car Show 3rd Friday 
of Month at Sanderson Ford Lincoln Mercury 
(6400 N. 51st Ave) - 4pm-7pm - live music and 
great KOOL prizes - Info: Nick 602-488-8163

Mesa - Cruise Downtown Mesa 2nd Friday of 
Month (West Main Street from Country Club 
Drive to Center Street) hosted by Downtown 
Mesa Merchants Group - Come down, join the 
fun and show off your car!! It’s FREE!! - Info: 
Sharon 480-890-2613 or Anita 480-924-7887

Mesa - Mesa First Car Show at Mesa First 
Assembly (1303 S Lindsay Rd) - Meets 1st 
Friday of every month beginning Jan. 2nd 
from 6-9pm - Live music, BBQ, soft drinks, 
huge parking area, great lighting - All vehicles 
welcome - Info: Greg 480-678-2209

Peoria - Friday Night Lights Car Show/Cruise 
In - 91st Ave just of Northern behind Auto 
Zone (8350 N. 91 Ave.) - 300 parking spaces 
- 100 to 200 cars attend weekly - 5:30pm -? 
- open to all cars, trucks, food, music, trophy 
for best car - Info: Bryn 480-229-2918

Phoenix - West Side Cruisin’ - 35th Ave. & 
Northern - Info: 602-246-3906

Phoenix - Rod and Custom Cruise (SW 
corner of 59th Ave. and Beardsley), prizes, 
raffles, music, and clean fun - Info: 623 362-
8282

Surprise - Fry’s Marketplace parking lot 
(13982 W. Waddell Rd.) - 5-9pm - all makes 
and years - Corner of W. Waddell Rd. and Li-
tchfield Rd., behind the Sonic Drive-In - Sonic, 
Fry’s and Subway for food and beverages 
- Info: Larry 623-476-8098

Saturdays:
Chandler - Chandler Christian Church (1825 
S. Alma School Rd.) - 1st Saturday of every 
month - Coffee and Donuts - Cars, Trucks and 
Motorcycles welcome - 9am-11am - Info: Tom 
Donahue (480) 510-3145

Glendale - Safeway - 83rd Ave. just off the 101 
(west) 1/2 mile north of Union Hills - hundreds 
of parking spaces, plenty of light, permission 

from the Safeway Property management - food - Every 
Saturday night from 5pm-???

Laveen - Wienerschnitzel (5220 W. Baseline 
Rd.) from 5p-9p - Info: Shane 602-605-8101 
or 949-433-1251

Mesa - Cruisin’ on Main Street presented by 
Hot Rod Planet and Concerned Mesa Cruisers 
(Country Club to Mesa Dr.) - 6-10pm - Info: 
Lance 480-229-5691 - Mesa To be held the 
4th Saturday of every month

Mesa - Power & Hampton on Saturday Eve-
nings near Superstition Springs by K Mart

Peoria - Safeway Shopping Center - 20713 
N. 83rd Ave. (83rd Ave. and Lake Pleasant 
Road) - 5-9pm - Everyone Welcome - Info: 
Gary 623-203-5752

Phoenix - Cruise-In at SO-CAL-AZ (3427 E. 
McDowell Rd.) - Second Saturday of month 
- 7-9am - coffee, donuts, car talk and a Small 
Swap - Drive your classic car or truck to 
qualify for swap space - No Trailers or Truck 
loads - Info: Don 602-275-7990

Scottsdale - McDonald’s, Scottsdale Pavil-
ions Shopping Center, 4pm-10pm, 9140 E. 
Indian Bend Rd. (Pima & Indian Bend Road)

Sundays:
Chandler - Every Sunday morning at 7am at 
Starbucks in downtown Chandler ((1 San Mar-
cos Place) just west of Arizona Ave, south of 
Chandler Blvd.) We’re kinda hard to miss, just 
look for the Hot rods! Can I hear an AMEN? 
- Info: Craig Pike 480-220-6687

Fountain Hills - Fountain Hills Automobile 
Club Cruise-In at KFC & A&W RESTAURANT 
(16805 E. Shea Blvd.) (Target Center) - 1:00 
PM - Open to all Antique, Classic & Special In-
terest Vehicles (No Shows during the summer)
 
Phoenix - Hotrod Jokers Cruise-In and Car 
Show - Ramjets Speed Shop (13701 N. Cave 
Creek Rd.) - 1-4pm - free hot dogs and bever-
ages - Info: Ron 602-574-4059

Scottsdale - Old Guys Hot Rods Hotrod Show 
at Handlebar J’s (7116 E. Becker Lane) - 1st 
Sunday of Month - car show on the street in 
front Handle Bar J’s patio, Live music - all 
years and makes welcome - Info: Mike 602-
291-8374
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DCTRA NEWSLETTER
743 N. 22nd Place
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A.  85213


