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                            2024 Appointees 
 

One Year placement in the newsletter AND a link on the www.dctra.org website: 
                                             AD SIZE – COST 

FULL PAGE.…$100  ½ PAGE……………..$60 
¼ PAGE.………$ 35  BUSINESS CARD….$25 

  
 

     Cover: Photo found on the internet several years ago 

                                              NEXT CLUB MEETING 
                                           October 8, 2024  
                                   Business meeting @ 7pm    

                     Denny’s Restaurant 
                     3315 N Scottsdale Road; Scottsdale, AZ 

                   

                          2024 CLUB OFFICERS 
         
   President 
John Heisser 
623-363-3616 

        

1981kooltr8@gmail.com 

 
 

   Secretary 
Mary White 
518-265-3844 

          spook2488@yahoo.com 

VP & Events 
Roger Prior 
480-550-2906 
prior.roger@yahoo.com 

Treasurer 
Armand LaCasse 
602-525-2602 
big.blue.truck@live.com 

 

 

  Historian 
Armand LaCasse 
602-525-2602 
big.blue.truck@live.com 

 

Tech Advisors 
Armand LaCasse 
602-525-2602 
big.blue.truck@live.com 

 

 
      Triumphest Co-Ordinator 

Ron Cole 
623-229-3997 
ronlewiscole@gmail.co 

Membership 
Scott Porter 
PO Box 12100 
Scottsdale, AZ 85267 
206-999-9977 
scottpor@hotmail.com 

 
Webmaster 
Dave Riddle 
480-610-8234 
dave@microworks.net 

 
Newsletter Editor 
George M. Montgomery 
480-295-9317 
georgemonty32@gmail.com 
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               Prez Sez–October 2024 
                                         John Heisser, President 
 

I only have a few more months before my time as president of this 
wonderful club comes to an end. I have been looking at some of my past 
columns and decided to re-print a few of them. This month is the first column I 
wrote. It was for the February 2020 newsletter. I worked on it for several hours 
wanting to make it as good as it could be. A few weeks later I presided over my 
first meeting as president, I was very nervous but got through it and people 
clapped when I adjourned the meeting. Little did we know that that was the last in 
person meeting we would have for well over a year! Next month I will re-print the 
column that was the most difficult to write.  

Thx, John       
 
Prez Says, 
I haven’t been president of any club since I was about ten years old, when I 

was president of the Fess & Longview Avenues Kids Club. The membership 
consisted of about 5 members it lasted just a few days and dissolved due to lack 
of interest after all playing was just more fun than having meetings. Since this 
club has been in existence for several years, I’m sure I won’t mess it up too 
badly, especially with the knowledge and advice available to me from past 
presidents, other officers and long-time club members. When John Nuss called 
me a few weeks ago and asked if I would consider being nominated for 
president, I thought I have been a member of this club for 11 + years and have 
only volunteered a few times at club events, so maybe it’s time to step up and 
give back to this club I have enjoyed being a part of for so many years. There 
have been four presidents of this club since I have been a member, Stu Laswell, 
John Horton, George Montgomery and John Nuss all have served multiple times 
and have also served the club in other capacities as well. There are other club 
members who have volunteered to run the website, edit the newsletter, 
organized events, breakfast runs, day and over-night trips, tech sessions, etc. 
The reason I mentioned all these people is that there will be several volunteer 
opportunities for club members over next few years, especially with our club 
hosting Triumphest 2021. So please consider volunteering your time and talents 
when these opportunities arise. Let’s not only keep those Triumphs running, let’s 
keep the club running as well. 

On somewhat of a sad note, during the election brunch and meeting two 
long time members made announcements, John Horton said he was “retiring” 
from any official club activities but will stay an active member, John thank you for 
your many years of service to the club. Jim Bauder said that he was not renewing 
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his club membership and was stepping away from the club, Jim, myself and 
many other club members have had many nice conversations with you over the 
years you will truly be missed.  

I’m not sure if everyone knows, but I was Triumph-less for about a year, 
had some spare time available so started looking for another car. About 2 
months ago, I located a TR8 in Huntington Beach California, I contacted the 
seller who was the brother-in-law of the original owner. After a few phone 
conversations we made arrangements to meet, so I could look the car over and 
have a test drive. I flew over on a Friday morning. After inspecting and test drove 
the car I decided to buy it. After completing the paperwork and repairing the 
brake lights I headed home driving my new Triumph. To make a long story short, 
the 385-mile drive was un-eventful for 375 miles the last 10 of the trip home was 
on the back of a tow truck. So much for that spare time I mentioned, I’m now 
starting my 3rd chapter of Triumph ownership let the adventure begin!  

Thanks, John  
 
************************************************************************************************************ 

                    EDITOR’S DESK 
                                      George M Montgomery, Editor   
 

What has happened to our “fall” weather? Here it is the last day of September, and it is 
105* at 4:30. It was 117* yesterday. It has been the hottest summer on record. And the dryest.  

I didn’t receive any information nor photos from Triumphest ’24. Did anyone from our 
club attend? Was it even held?  It should have been held a week ago. Maybe someone will 
send me something for the November issue. Hint, hint. 

I would also like for someone who attended the Mini Owner Club’s Charity Car show to 
send me any information. Doesn’t have to be much: How many Triumphs were entered and 
who won. Maybe photos of the Triumphs and any unusual car and or British cars, etc. I think 
there was a Friday Morning Breakfast Drive last weekend. Did anyone go? 

Paul Jordan, a DCTRA member who has moved to Dewey, AZ, has invited us to a 
village BBQ. Dewey is on AZ highway 69, halfway between I-17 and Prescott Valley. It is on 
the 19th of October which is unfortunately the same weekend as the British Vintage Voyage. If 
you didn’t get your registration submitted in time for the BVV you might get together some TR 
buddies and take a drive up there. 

Ron Gurnee and I will be going to the British Vintage Voyage. We have our registration 
submitted and reservation sent to the Ramada by Wyndham. This is the first BVV trip I have 
got to make in several years. I’m really looking forward to it. This is expected to be the last of 
these BVV trips. 

The photo of the Spitfire on the cover of this issue, I found on the internet several years 
ago. I don’t remember where. From the looks of the front, I think it is either a Mark IV or an 
early 1500. It also appears to have a GT6 engine in it 

I hope to see you at our meeting this month. It comes early this month on the 8th. Man, 
this year is going by fast. Will I see you there?  George 

          *********************************************************************************************************************** 
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October 2024 Membership Report: 
 
No report this month 

 
Scott Porter 
Membership 

scottpor@hotmai.com 

(206) 999-9977 

Application form on page 26 
 

           *******************************************************************************************************                   

                           D C T R A   E V E N T S 
                DCTRA Events September and beyond 
 
October -- Friday Breakfast Drives (dates, times and locations TBA Watch the BBB) 
Oct 8th – DCTRA September Meeting – Denny’s Scottsdale 
Oct 12th – British Wheels on the Green Planning Meeting last one 
All are encouraged to attend for any reason but especially those that would like to take 

part in the organization of the 2024 BWOG (October 2024). 
Where: Duck & Decanter Restaurant - 1651 E Camelback Rd., Phoenix, AZ 85016 (just 

off the #51 to the west next to Copenhagen Furniture in the Biltmore Area). 
Time: 0930 - please arrive early to order a 'bite to eat, a COLD drink’ and get seated - 

prior to the meeting. 
Agenda: Final Plans BWOG ’24 discussion led by the Arizona MG Club Officers Steve & 

John. 
DCTRA: Seeking volunteers to assist with the many task categories needed to make 

this British car event a seamless success 
Oct 19th – Annual British Vintage Voyage 
Oct. 19 (Sat) - The ‘Dewey Drive Our Triumph’s to Dewey 
Nov 3rd – British Wheels On the Green 
Dec 21st – Christmas Light Tour 
Regular Occurrence Events 
 
Second Saturday each month, October through April: Cars and Coffee 8:00 to 10:00am 
The Shoppes at Casa Paloma, 7131 W. Ray Road Chandler 
Hunts Donuts – 3rd Thursday University and the Loop 101 
Cruz’n at Phil’s - (every Sunday) Phil’s Filling Station Fountain Hills, AZ  
Cars N Coffee – 1st Saturday of the month, Mayo Blvd & Scottsdale Rd 
Cars N Coffee – 2nd Saturday of the month, Alpio’s at Troon 
                                 

           NEXT CLUB MEETING:  
                   October 8, 2024, a Zoom link will be sent out.  
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  Desert Centre Triumph Register of America 
                      December DCTRA Meeting Minutes 

September 10, 2024 

The September meeting of DCTRA was held @ Denny's Restaurant Scottsdale Rd. The 
meeting was called to order @ 7:02 p.m. by Roger Prior Vice President. 

 
Members present: Chuck Kerzan, Mary White, John & Kathy Nuss, George & Chris 

Durkin, Deborah O'Brien, Ron McRoy, David Ker, Aaron Ker, Roger Prior, Armand LaCasse, 
Pete Peterson, George Montgomery, Michael Samuels.  

 
Minutes: Approved as they appear in the newsletter. 
 
Treasurer's report: Quiet month. Armand LaCasse suggesting the club may want to 

come up w/ some ideas for fun club activities. 
 
Membership: Welcome to our newest member - present tonight - John Berges who's 

TR6 has overdrive w/ supercharger. 
 
Newsletter: Thanks to Ron Cole for submitting pictures from 3 California car shows he 

attended.  George Montgomery is still seeking technical articles. 
 
Events: Roger Prior announced the Mesa Marketplace Charity Car Show Sept 28th. 

Also, the final planning session for BWOG is Oct 10. The show is Nov 3 in Peoria.  Kathy Nuss 
mentioned The British Vintage Voyager Oct 19 - 20. David Ker will host his annual event Feb 
15 @ his Tin Lizzy Ranch, Buckeye. Our newest member, John Berges, mentioned a British 
Car Show Oct 6 @ Coronado Island, Calif. 

 
Technical: Armand reporting the electric fan in his GT6 stopping due to corroded fuse 

holder and his carburetor float sticking open causing car to lose power. Dave Ker gave an 
interesting & informative presentation regarding the restoration of his rare 1909 "Brush" 
car.  Dave gave a Quiz at the end & Candy Apples as prizes. 

 
Old Business: Michael Samuels detailed the adventures of the 8 Triumph drivers who 

experienced the 800 mile Alpine/Devil's Highway Tour Sept 4 - 8. Some of the adventure was 
lending technical support & patience w/ Armand's GT6 troubles. This 1st event, which was 
created & designed by Michael, went so well there's anticipation of repeating the event. 

Motion to adjourn @ 7:52 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Mary A White   Secretary 
 



 
 
 

7 
 

                    Technical Corner 
Do Not Trust Every Technical Thing You Read 

by Armand LaCasse 

 
Just because you read it somewhere does not make it true. A bit of skepticism (even 

about something I wrote) is a great critical thinking skill. 
 
I confess that I am opinionated about technical service manuals. If the book is not the 

original factory repair operation manual, or the Robert Bentley The Complete Official Triumph 
(insert model name) Comprising the Official driver’s handbook and repair operation manual 
service manual reprint, then it is second rate by me. A repair manual where every third 
paragraph states something such as “refer servicing to qualified service personnel” is not very 
helpful. 

 
Specialized technical manuals can be great additions to the repair operation manual. 

Recently I rebuilt an old set of 150 CDSE Stromberg carburetors to replace the current GT6+ 
carburetors. Two specialized technical resources I used were R. W. Kastner’s GT6+ 
Competition Preparation Manual, and Haynes Zenith Stromberg CD Carburetors Owners 
Workshop Manual.   

 
However, technical information reader beware… 
 
The Haynes CD Carburetors manual was detailed and had a few warnings about “do 

not attempt to disassemble the (sub-component name).” It contained a very helpful Metering 
Needle Dimension Chart detailing the taper dimensions for 220 different fuel mixture needles. I 
was able to find my specific needle dimensions to compare to the Kastner recommended 
competition needle dimensions.  

 
Unfortunately, Haynes did have a critical typo in the float assembly height setting 

procedure. It states the highest point of the float above the carburetor body face with the inlet 
needle valve closed is 0.725 to 0.787 inch (16 to 17 mm).  

 
Since I work in inches, I spent at least 30 minutes getting the float height within the 

Haynes specification tolerance. But it just did not look right, and it seemed too high. So, my 
skepticism said check other sources for this dimension. 

 
The Bently service manual also states 16 to 17 mm. An old CD carb rebuild sheet states 

17 mm. More skepticism arose. Why does the float seem higher than I think it should be? 
Finally, I checked a decimal equivalent chart that shows 16 mm = 0.630 inches, and 17 mm = 
0.669 inches. Haynes is too high by almost 1/8 inch.  

 
The correct inch dimensions are now written in the Haynes manual. And it took another 

20 minutes to get the float heights within the correct tolerance. 
 
Have a tech story?  Send it to George for the newsletter before he asks you to write 

one! 
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      Technical Corner Supplement  
Editor: As most of you know we have a wonderful “tool” available to our readers in the form of 

the DCTRA BBB where members post a question or problem they’re having. Many members respond 
with a solution or answer. Once series of question and answers that illustrate this matter appeared 
Sunday. I thought I would include it here. 

 

On Sep 29, 2024, at 11:11 AM, members@dctra.org wrote: 

  

  Dear fellow DCTRA members, 

   My TR6 has a small oil leak which appears to be coming from the oil drain plug, which is in place 

pretty tight. I have checked around the front and side drive seals and they seem to be oil-free. 

Question: Should I try a replacement plug or is there some other cause I should be looking for? 

Thanks for any help. 

  
J.A. 

                                         +++++ 
 
Subject: Re: [DCTRA] TR6 differential leak  
 
Hi J.A, 

 
I’m interested in seeing the responses to your query. 
My ’63 TR4 has the usual leaks from the diff plug, OD, oil pan plug. Even my professional 
mechanic (Adam Bednarek at AZ Collector Cars in Mesa) has tried sealing these areas and I 
think we have agreed to stop wasting time and money on this. Hence large cardboard sheets 
under the car when parked in the garage. Maybe we are missing something? 
 
M.S. 

                                         +++++ 
 

On Sun, Sep 29, 2024 at 3:02 PM <members@dctra.org> wrote: 
Oh, I'm sure we can all spare some cardboard drip trays for you J.A.  I know I 

can. Perhaps someone can design a Triumph oil sump faucet instead of a removable plug.  
 
Good luck. JC 
 

                                                                       +++++ 

 
On this topic, indirectly, I found something that I think works better than cardboard 

sheets to catch dripping oil, at least for me they do. They also serve as a parts catcher when 
working on my car and bikes.  O'Reilly' Auto parts sells a large shallow aluminum tray that 
does a fine job.  I put two of them back-to-back under the TR-6.  I usually put a few blue "shop" 
paper towels down on them and they can be wiped clean.  They're about 36" x 25". 

G.H.@gmail.com 
 

                                                     ++++++ 

mailto:members@dctra.org
mailto:members@dctra.org
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Technical Corner Supplement (cont) 

 

 

I have two suggestions first have you tried using Teflon tape or paste. Second have you 
replaced the plug. Perhaps the threads are slightly worn and then add Teflon/paste on the new 
one. The two above ideas work well if it has been a while since you replaced fluid and you can  

 
Joe 
                                                    ++++++ 
 
Are drain plugs stock on TR6?  If yes then it is a tapered pipe plug thread and Teflon tape can 

help. If someone added the drain plug, they could have used a straight thread plug that needs a seal 
between the plug head and the diff case   Armand  

 

                                                            ++++++ 
If it is a tapered pipe plug, the proper repair is to chase the threads in the diff with a pipe 

tap to restore the threads to like new, then replace the plug with new. 
  
B.G.  

                                                                                +++++ 
 
 
I know one thing, when I see a few drops of oil on my oil pan I know I have oil in the 

engine  
 
B.M. 
 

   *************************************************************************************************************************************** 

 
 

                       
 
  



 
 
 

10 
 

                        Let’s Go Racing - Without Driving 
                                                  Article by Randy Koontz 

 
Hey Triumph owners!  I know that 

somewhere deep in our psyche; we are 
really race car drivers–even if only in our 
dreams!  Well, dream no longer–let’s 
make it a reality?   

 
I am not suggesting that we race 

our Triumphs on the Phoenix metro 
streets or highways, but I am 
encouraging you to display your 
competitive spirit by participating in our 
2024 BWOG Valve Cover Racing 
Event! 

 
If you witnessed this event at 

BWOG 2023, you had to be impressed by 
the valve cover cars—AND how their 
“drivers” tried to win glory by defeating 
their friends and colleagues!  But of 
course, it was all in good fun.  So—come 
join the fun!  Last year, a Triumph valve 
cover car came in second place! 

   

 
So – put your design and engineering skills to work and build your dream valve cover 

racer.  Join our event and maybe drive home knowing that you beat the best valve cover 
racing “drivers” in Arizona!  Plus, this year we are going to have ballot voting by BWOG 
registrants for the best cars – based on design, looks, color, etc. 

 
The Valve Cover Racing rules are posted on the Arizona MG Club website.  

https://www.azmgclub.org/BWOG/2024ValveCoverRacing.pdf 
 
The goal is to have fun!  But, to ensure a fair chance for all participants to take home 

glory, the rules are specific about dimensions and weight.  Please review the rules prior to 
designing and building your racer – especially regarding length, width, and weight. We 
certainly don’t want any disqualifications due to exceeding the basic dimension guides. 

 
Have questions?  Please feel free to contact Randy at:  ourand76@gmail.com 

https://www.azmgclub.org/BWOG/2024ValveCoverRacing.pdf
mailto:ourand76@gmail.com
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VALVE COVER RACING Rules!  

                        SUNDAY SUNDAY SUNDAY!  
November 3, 2024  
British Wheels on the Green 
Peoria Centennial Plaza  
Build and race your own Valve Cover Racer! A valve cover racer is made from a car’s valve  
cover, a platform, and skateboard or skate wheels. They’re inexpensive and lots of fun to build!  
The rules are pretty simple and designed to provide maximum fun while keeping the field  
relatively evenly matched. Our club’s rules follow common guidelines, with some modification:  

 Your valve cover must be from a British car, preferably a 4-cylinder engine as the 6- 
cylinder covers are either rare or expensive.  

 The valve cover must be structurally unmodified (no cut downs for length) and should  
be clearly identifiable as a valve cover from a British car.  

 The car must be unpowered (meaning no motors, springs, flywheels, etc.). Only gravity  
can do the job.  

 The maximum dimensions are:  
 

o 11" wide (our track lanes are 11¾ wide)  
o 24" wheelbase axle-to-axle (shorter is permitted)  
o 26" overall length (shorter is permitted)  
o 10" high (lower is permitted)  

 The maximum allowed weight is 10 pounds.  
 The maximum wheel diameter is 6 inches.  
 The car must have 4 wheels with nonmetallic contact to the track surface (e.g. no metal  

disc wheels). Rubber wheels are preferred and recommended.  
 All wheels must maintain contact with the track surface during the run (no wheelies).  
 Nothing may extend beyond the front of the valve cover (no adding a long nose, or  

wheels in front like a dragster) but having wheels extend behind the back of the cover is  
permitted if the maximum overall length is not exceeded.  
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 Weights / objects cannot be jettisoned from the car during the run and must be  
contained within the body of the cover.  

 No parachutes allowed!       

 
 
We don’t plan to be terribly strict (because we want to have a lot of fun), but it should be 

easy to comply with these rules and the spirit of the law will be the guiding principle. Our track 
is 26 feet long with an 8-foot downward section, so these cars should get up to a decent 
speed. No radar guns will be in evidence and no speeding tickets will be issued. Suggestions 
for your own car:  

1. You don’t have to spend a lot of money! Two 5/16” threaded rods will work as axles 
and fit the most common sized skateboard, inline skate or scooter wheels. Wheels can be 
purchased on Amazon for as little as $15 - $20 for a set of 4, or you can strip down some inline 
skates from Goodwill. A simple base of pine cut to the shape of the cover, with a couple of 
bolts to hold the cover down, is all you need! Of course, you can go as crazy as you want… 
but you can build one of these for around $30 if you have a valve cover and some basic tools.  

2. Find a way to make your car a teeny bit adjustable so it travels straight. The track 
lanes have rails and contact with them will slow your car down. 3. Make sure your wheels spin 
freely with low friction bearings. WD-40 and 3-in-1 oil will help that a lot.  

4. Try and get to the maximum weight so gravity helps you out the most. The location of 
that weight is important.  

5. Have fun with livery! Make your car unique. Make it a “rat rod” or a concours 
example. All are welcome! But remember that you can’t have spoilers or wings as they’ll not fit 
within the boundaries of the valve cover, which is a rule. 

 
********************************************************************************************************************** 

               
                                                            Our Web Master 
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             British Wheels on the Green ‘24 
                  Planning Session 
                                                  Report by R.A. Prior, Jr. 
 
 
From the BWOG Planning Meeting held on Saturday morning July 13th at 0930, location 

was the Duck & Decanter Restaurant, Scottsdale, AZ. 
 
Meeting was led by John Pekala and Steve Strublic of the AZ MG Club 
 
Meeting was attended by John Nuss and Roger Prior for DCTRA 
 
Time/duration of meeting: ~0900 -1130. 
 
The key take-a-ways: 
 

¶ ‘Focus on Simplicity’ 

¶ Event date – Sunday November 3rd, same location as last year 

¶ Max 125 cars 

¶ 3 food vendors (same as last year) 

¶ St. Vincent de Paul will be the charity 

¶ Maybe new DJ (due to a scheduling conflict) 

¶ Tee shirt sales in advance only 

¶ Judging system will change (to reduce # of volunteers needed to be Judges) 

¶ Field Layout – Friday 

¶ ‘Sign-Up Genius’ will be used again for volunteer details and sign up 

¶ Young people activities this year - to reach out to the youngsters 

¶ Randy K. will coordinate the Valve Cover Racing – need volunteers 

¶ Next and last Planning Meeting on October 12th. Details will be sent out 

¶ Saturday Reception and local hotel details being worked out 
 
Most of the changes are an attempt to reduce the time taken on planning this event.  
This will be the 7th year of BWOG, and some adjustments have been made to reduce 

planning time of the volunteers needed to organize the many details required to remain the 
premier annual British car event in the Phoenix area. Over the past six years a total of $19,700 
has been raised and donated to various area charities.  

 
Stay tuned for further information. 

 
Roger 
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Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour, September 5-7, 2024 
                                       Michael Samuels 
 
I got the idea for this tour after participating in exactly this sort of event with the Porsche 

Club in June 2023. The tour is an annual event led by (now Arizona Region PCA President) 
Mark Manente and his wife, Angela. In fact, we almost missed that opportunity, getting a spot 
off the waiting list at the last minute. No surprise, as the Alpine tour is one of the club’s most 
popular events. 

 
The Devil’s Highway stretches in a north/south direction with a northern terminus in 

Alpine, in eastern Arizona’s White Mountains, down to Clifton, near Morenci in the 
southeastern portion. The road got its name from its route number, 666, simply a derivative of 
the fact that it was the 6th spur off US Highway 66. However, the satanic connotation of the 
route number led innumerable souvenir-hunters to steal road signs. The problem got so bad 
that the highway department eventually stopped making the signs from aluminum and 
substituted less expensive wood. This accomplished little, and the route was renumbered to 
191 in 1992. 

 
More than the catchy nickname, the attraction of US-191 is its 85 miles of mountain 

switchbacks and second gear turns with unforgettable vistas and steep drop-offs (no 
guardrails). It’s the Arizona version of Tennessee’s Tail of the Dragon, but about 8 times as 
long. Alpine sits at 8000 feet, and the road climbs as high as 9100, so cool breezes are 
guaranteed no matter how intense the heat at home in Phoenix. 

 
The planning started with a discussion at John Carroll’s Friday morning “British 

Breakfast Club” in the east valley. Most had never visited Alpine or driven the Devil’s Highway, 
and I was intrigued with the idea of duplicating a trip that I had previously experienced in a 
modern sports car (2006 Porsche 911), instead in a car with, perhaps, a tad less reliability but 
even more spirit (1963 TR4). This is my Copperstate ride, so I knew that both the ‘4 and I 
would probably be just fine on an 800-mile round-trip over 3 days. Even better, my wife, Judy, 
consented to come along. This would be the first time she had spent more than an hour in the 
car. I’m pretty sure her motivation was less about experiencing the excitement of LBC touring 
and more her desire to leave Phoenix’s 110-degree weather for the tranquility of the pine 
forest. 

 
The first challenge was timing. Our Triumphs would be happiest traveling out of and 

back into Phoenix if we could wait at least to late October, but Alpine could have sub-freezing 
temperatures at night and even snowstorms if we waited that long. There really isn’t any date 
that is reliably cool in the valley and still seasonable at 8000 feet. So we worked around 
calendar conflicts and chose Thursday, September 5, through Saturday, September 7. The 
beauty of those days of the week is that few would be driving up to the mountains on a 
weekday or back to the city on a Saturday. 

 
Craig Kenyon jumped in right away to help plan the route. We quickly realized that there 

was a challenge to overcome: the most direct route (Beeline to Payson, then 260 through 
Heber-Overgaard to Show Low) was plagued with weekday construction delays. So, he chose  
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           Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 

a picturesque alternative using 60 to Globe and then through the Salt River Valley to Pinetop, 
then on to Eagar and then Alpine. We could use the more direct route for the Saturday drive 
home, given the lack of construction activity on weekend days. Plus, the trip to the Salt River 
Valley on Thursday would give us a chance to hike down to the river and take lots of photos. 

 
No sooner had we chosen this alternative route out of the valley, than I had a chance 

encounter with one of my patients coming from Globe on US-60 to my office in Gilbert. He 
described a bridge replacement project in Superior that required a 2-hour detour! I found the 
ADOT website describing the project, which included exact days and times for road closures 
related to blasting (9 am to 2 pm on Thursdays) and set our starting time from East Mesa at 
7:45 am to get us through the danger zone before ADOT would start diverting traffic. 

 
We invited the entire breakfast 

club and the DCTRA membership. 
Inevitably, some couldn’t make it because 
of schedule conflicts and other reasons, 
but the final group came together: 
Michael and Judy Samuels, Randy 
Koontz and his wife (Annette Cordova), 
Craig Kenyon, Pete Bowen, Mark Miller 
and Armand LaCasse. John Carroll was 
scheduled in his TR6 but had to cancel at 
the last minute due to a flood at his home 
requiring major repair work. 

 
The vehicles included the 

Samuels’ TR4, Craig’s TR6, Armand’s 
GT6, Mark’s Miata, Randy’s Mercedes 
SUV and Pete’s Ford pickup. We were 
actually grateful for the two trucks/sweep 
vehicles, since extra bags could go in the 
SUV and tools/gas can in the pickup. 
Plus, a tow rope—more about that later! 

 
 
 
 

           

 

 

We assembled at the gathering spot. I distributed our route instructions and souvenir 
caps, and we took off right on time heading for breakfast in Globe, beyond the excitement of 
the bridges and possible detours. The morning temps were acceptable, and everyone was 
excited and happy to set off on the adventure.  
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             Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 
We got as far as Gold Canyon, 

well short of the bridges, when Armand 
pulled to the side with an electrical 
problem. As only Armand can, the 
clamshell hood went up, tools came out 
with a wiring diagram, expert diagnosis  
followed (corroded fuse), the car came 
back to life and he buttoned everything 
back up.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

We were back on the road, still looking good with enough time (barely) to avoid the 
detour. I will admit that I didn’t start breathing again until we rolled over the Queen Creek 
bridge unobstructed, and then it was smooth sailing to Globe and a delicious breakfast at 
Judy’s Cookhouse. 

 
Temps were rising as we left Globe and made our way through the mountains to the 

Salt River Valley. This was spectacular scenery and we parked at the overlook and hiked down 
the steep trail to the river. We already felt like we were a million miles from the city. The river 
was cool and we enjoyed the rushing water for about a half hour before resuming our trip. 

              
Traffic was very light and we stayed in a convoy to lunch at the Munich Haus Biergarten 

in Lakeside. This is a charming place, with German brats and salads, excellent European 
beers (in moderation), and shady outdoor seating. We refilled our tanks nearby and headed 
east on 260 through McNary to Eagar. Then a top-off there and the final half-hour to the Long 
Shadow Lodge (formerly the Tal Wi Wi Lodge) in Alpine. Overall, 240 miles and only a slight 
mechanical hiccup—good show to all! 
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          Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 

      
 
          
We checked in at the lodge and freshened up, then gathered for an excellent dinner at 

the Foxfire at Alpine restaurant 3 miles south in the center of Alpine. Our server kept us in 
stitches and the evening went by too quickly. Then back to the lodge for a well-earned night’s 
sleep. 

               
Friday morning started at 7:30 am with the short drive back to the center of Alpine for 

breakfast at the incomparable Bear Wallow Café. This is about as rustic as it gets, clearly a 
local favorite, with large helpings and excellent service. We eventually waddled out to our cars, 
loosened the seat belts, and continued south on 191 to Hannagan Meadow. This is a 1920s 
compound with a main log-construction lodge, lovely dining room and cabins arrayed above 
the road at the edge of the woods. The altitude is 9100 feet. Definitely a must see (and 
perhaps a must-stay) for the next trip. 
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          Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 

                          
After lots of photos, we jumped back in the cars for the centerpiece of the trip, the 

Devil’s Highway. It was just as I remembered: endless tight turns, impressive drop-offs, lots of  
altitude changes with shifting and hard braking, everything our Triumphs were made to do. And 
they were very happy indeed. Craig and Armand took the lead, I followed at a pace my wife 
considered not-completely-insane, and the folks in the modern vehicles followed us and made 
sure no one required a rescue. Eventually, exhilarated but a little tired and sweaty, we made it 
out of the mountains and watched the topography change rapidly to the arid features of 
Morenci and its truly impressive open-pit copper mine. It was as if every bit of moisture had 
evaporated suddenly and we were on the surface of some kind of Star Wars mining planet 
complete with huge trucks hauling ore, lots of dust, and rapidly rising temperatures. We drove 
down and down into the center of the mine, then up and out again to stop at lunch at our pre-
arranged restaurant. Well, we tried, but the restaurant had an apologetic handwritten note 
taped to the door and was definitely closed for the day. So, we topped off at the Marathon 
station and Craig found us a casual Mexican place with surprisingly good food and plenty of air 
conditioning. 

                
Then we were back in the cars. By now, those of us in the LBCs were feeling pretty hot, 

with mid-day sun and much less elevation to keep the temps down. But the road gradually  
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            Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 

opened up and began to rise, with open grasslands on both sides, and then steep mountain 
climbs as we crossed into New Mexico. Then the road ran north, parallel to the border, wide 
open and with little traffic. My TR4 tends to run cool in the engine compartment but hot 
(exhaust? transmission?) in the passenger compartment, and Judy’s patience began to wane. 
Burning her ankle on the fly-off handbrake handle didn’t help… 

 
Anyway, we were making good time on Rt. 180 heading north in the mountains back 

toward Alpine, when the clouds darkened and the views became more dramatic. That’s when 
Armand’s GT6 developed a mind of its own. Armand pulled over with symptoms of a fuel 
delivery problem. In probably 20 minutes, he had his fuel pump swapped out for a 
replacement. Unfortunately, the 6 only ran for a few more miles as we climbed higher before 
he pulled over again. Then the attention was on the fuel pressure regulator, then we saw gas 
leaking from the air cleaners and the carbs came apart. I got Judy tucked into Mark’s air-
conditioned Miata and sent them off to Alpine. Then the car was back together, but only for a 
few more miles before the problem recurred. This pattern repeated itself a couple of times, 
when Craig, who was well ahead, circled back and joined us. He and Armand have essentially 
all the mechanical talent in our group and worked together on further diagnosis. The clouds  

         
 

got thicker and darker still, some tinkering got the car running again, and off we went. This 
time, the clouds opened up and we had a torrential rain for several minutes. This was the first 
time I had ever driven the ‘4 in the rain, and it was gratifying to find out that the wipers worked, 
the cabin remained dry, and the car handled fine on the wet mountain roads.  
 
Eventually the rain tapered off, about the 
time that Armand pulled over again. This 
time, he and Craig really puzzled things 
out, but no answers were forthcoming. 
We got to the point of hooking the GT6 to 
the Mercedes via Craig’s tow rope, when 
Craig had the idea of adding fuel from the 
jerry can in Pete’s truck to Armand’s tank. 
Though the Triumph clearly wasn’t 
empty, somehow this did the trick and the 
car drove happily the last 5 miles to 
Alpine. We arrived exhausted but safe. 
While everyone else took a well-needed 
shower, Armand dived back in to check 
everything over and make sure his car 
was in its happy place, which it was. 

 

         

 
After some much-needed rest, we gathered in our cars for a twilight drive 25 miles for a 

BBQ dinner in Springerville at The Gateway. This is a lovely road in a river valley, and I 
planned it because most of us never drive our LBCs at night. We got to the restaurant and  
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              Alpine/Devil’s Highway Tour (cont) 
 

sampled their wide variety of meats and sides, with great beers and live country music. 
Intriguingly, one of the band members picked out Mark as a musician (bass player) and tried to 
persuade him to join the duo and entertain us. Much to our disappointment, Mark demurred, 
but we did make him promise to bring his guitar next time. 

 
After topping off our tanks, we said our farewells to Armand to he could head of to his 

motorhome near Show Low, and the rest of us cruised back to the lodge after a long and 
eventful day. Armand texted us on arrival that he was safe and sound, and we had no more 
mechanical excitement on the trip. 

 
We slept in an extra half-hour, checked out, and then wallowed over to Bear Wallow for 

another big breakfast. Then we got on the road back to Eagar, topped off again, then on to 
Show Low, through Heber-Overgaard, and finally to Payson. The weather was bright and 
sunny and most of the road was open. As we approached, Payson, the temperatures seemed 
to rise noticeably both outside and in my car. We broke for lunch at Pizza Factory. Everyone 
professed to not having room for more than a morsel, and then we demolished a large pizza 
and several additional slices. Funny how that works… Then back in the cars for the last leg 
down the Beeline to the valley. About halfway there, motor straining trying to keep up with 
large pickups climbing the steep mountain grades, Judy checked her phone and announced 
that the outside temperature where we were was 104 degrees. In the car, with the black 
interior, sizzling gearbox and sun streaming it, it had to be 120. The funny thing is that the 
temperature gauge never made it past the halfway mark. We guzzled water and imagined how 
cool the house would feel when we got home (even the garage is air conditioned). In any case, 
the group split up at Shea Boulevard and all headed home. 

 
Overall, this was a wonderful experience and made us all want to plan the next trip. It 

was special driving the TR4 on some of the most beautiful roads in Arizona and New Mexico, 
and the group had endless laughs (some not for publication) and would do it again in a 
heartbeat. For the next Alpine trip, I would choose October or April in order to get somewhat 
cooler weather on both ends of the trip. We are already discussing another overnight 
adventure southeast to Tubac on some beautiful roads I enjoyed on the 2024 Copperstate. 
And we will work very hard to mesh schedules and get the biggest group possible—the more 
people, the more fun! 

 

Michael Samuels                              
 

1963 TR4 (with new wheels just itching to get going on the Alpine tour!) 
            ************************************************************************************************************************* 
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                        CLASSIFIED ADS: 
For sale: 
I have a Triumph Windblocker for sale. It’s a Moss item. It’s in new condition.        
I’m asking $75 for it. 
Rick Hartmann 
Cell 708-724-5238 
Itzatr6@gmail.com 

   
                                                                                     5-23 
              ************************************************************************************************************************** 

Free:   
John Truttman has a collection of 
shop manuals and competition 
manuals for various cars. He only 
want them to go to someone who 
wants to use them. 
John Truttman: 480-695-2591,          
truttmanj@gmail.com 

 

 

4-23 

******************************************************************************************************************** 

For sale: 
I have the scissors lift that was a raffle prize from Triumphest 2007.  One of the 
rams has developed a leak. Time to send it on. $500 takes it.  
John Nuss 602-989-0363 jknuss@live.com 

                         8-24 
************************************************************************************************************************ 

Wanted:  
 
Triumph tr7 5 speed driveshaft  
Triumph tr7 5 speed brake drums, one or a pair.  
David Faulkner home # 480-656-4366  
rottendave@cox.net 
                                                                                            6-24 
************************************************************************************************************************ 

      

mailto:Itzatr6@gmail.com
mailto:truttmanj@gmail.com
mailto:rottendave@cox.net
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CLASSIFIED ADS: (cont.) 
FOR SALE: 
1958 TR3A – project car, clear AZ title, $1,400, needs a lot of work. 
Pete Peterson (602) 615-3640 
 
1954 TR2 (Long Door) – project car, all correct sheet metal, clear AZ title, $2,500 
Pete Peterson (602) 615-3540 
 
1961 TR3A – project / parts car, no title $500. 
Pete Peterson (602) 615-3540                            5-23 

 
FOR SALE: After-market fiberglass hardtop for a TR3.  WYSIWYG  $20 or best offer. 
PETE PETERSON  602-615-3640  carefreebev@gmail.com  

 

     
10-23 

 
********************************************************************************************************************** 
 

FOR SALE: RevTec fan for Triumph TR6 
I purchased the RevTec fan for my 1973 Triumph TR6--But because I have a dealer 
installed A/C unit the space between the radiator and the fan pulley will not allow me to 
install the fan--even with the original fan removed there is insufficient room to install the 
new unit. A non A/C car will not have any problem installing the new fan--This is a 
Suction unit 12 volt neg ground designed to fit behind the radiator and has a fan 
eliminator kit also--The kit is complete--Moss motors sells this unit for about $500.00 
including shipping--I just want to recoup what I paid for it so I've priced it 
$355.00    Have any question don't hesitate to contact me.  Walt Roman 602-501-2040 

9-24                          
************************************************************************************************************************ 

mailto:carefreebev@gmail.com
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CLASSIFIED ADS: (cont.) 
 

Wanted: Hey everyone, I am looking for a left door latch assembly for the 
MKII I'm building.... 

 

 
Lou Figone 
408-966-4175 

                                                                                                       6-24 
************************************************************************************************************************ 

 
FOR SALE: 1960 TR3 

It’s been covered for many years. Needs restoration. I was always intending to 
restore but got into sailing and never got back to it. Now I am 88 years old and 
Parkinson disease keeps me from getting to restore it now. Car is metallic red. 
Clyde Bauer 8527 E Vernon; Scottsdale, AZ. 480-949-9003 / 602-510-6413 (cell) 
                                                                                                 5-24 

************************************************************************************************************************ 
                      
FOR FREE: 
             I have Original Lucas Starter still works also Release Bearing and Bronze Collar 
off TR250 will fit TR4, TR6, GT6 all are Free -- Craig 

     Release bearing and bronze collar                   

 

Original Lucas Starter           

10-24  
************************************************************************************************************************ 
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CLASSIFIED ADS: (cont.) 
FOR SALE: 

Hello, my fellow Triumph enthusiasts- 
 I have decided to sell my 1964 TR4 and pursue another hobby.  So 

before I place ads for it I wanted to offer it up to folks here.  I’ve really enjoyed 
meeting many of you, going to a couple of events and a technical clinic (thank 
you Armand!).  At this point the car is in the daily driver category, but it has all the 
potential to be much more.  I’m asking $20k.  If any members are interested or 
would like more information, please text me at (509) 868-6388.  I’m located in 
Buckeye (which is mostly why I haven’t made it to meetings) All the best- Michael 
Hurley             10-24 

 

*********************************************************************************************************************** 

 
Do you have a Triumph or some Triumph parts to sell? This is the place for 
your ad. Are you looking for some unusual Triumph parts? You can place a 
want ad here. The DCTRA shares this newsletter with many other Triumph 
Clubs so your ad will have lots of exposure. However, when your item is 
sold, given away or otherwise removed from the market…please notify 
me. 

 George M Montgomery editor: georgemonty32@gmail.com. 
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                               DCTRA Club Meeting Location: 
Note: Regular business meets are held on the second Tuesday of each month at:                                   

Denney’s Restaurant       
3315 Scottsdale Road; Tempe, AZ   
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DCTRA MEMBERSHIP APLICATION 
PLEASE PRINT and return completed form with the correct amount of dues to: 

 

 DCTRA  
       Scott Porter, Membership Chairperson 
       PO Box 12100; Scottsdale, AZ 85267 
      206-999-9977  scottpor@hotmail.com  

      NEW MEMBER:                            RENEWING MEMBER: 

                              MEMBER INFO (please print): 
Name(s): ________________________________________________________ 

                
Address: ________________________________________________________ 

 
City: _________________________________ State: __________ Zip: _______ 
 
Phone: __________________________________________________________ 

    Home     Cell 
Email Address: ___________________________________________________ 

 

           Classic Vehicles Owned: 
           _______________________________________________________________ 
             Year            Model           Commission # 
 

Year            Model           Commission # 

         ______________________________________________________ 
Year            Model           Commission # 

Each household membership includes one name badge. Additional 
name badges are available at the cost of  $6.00  each. 

 

Name wanted on badge(s):________________________________                              
                               _________________________________ 
           _________________________________ 

      Do you want added to the Membership Contact list      YES______        NO______ 
How are you paying your dues: CHECK______   CASH______   PAYPAL______ 
(add $2.00 process fee) 

   PLEASE NOTE: 
If a new member is joining between January 1 and September 30- One-year dues are $20.00, 
two-year dues are $37.00 and three-year dues are $55.00. If a new member is joining 
between 
    October 1 and December 31- One-year dues are $25.00, two-year dues are $42.00, and 
three-year 
    dues are $60.00. This allows everyone’s dues to become payable on January 1 of the                        
    appropriate year. 

mailto:scottpor@hotmail.com
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                     Regalia 
 
We also have Grill badges ($25.00 each), Lapel pins ($5.00 each) and 

License plate frames (15.00 each) available for purchase.  
 

    

 
    Grille badge (3 inch diameter)    Lapel pin (3/4 inch diameter)         Licenses plate frame 

 
 
 
Membership fee          _________   
Name tags @ $6.00 each              _________ 
Grille badges @ $25.00 each        _________ 
Lapel pins @ $5.00 each               _________ 
License plate frame @ $15 each   _________ 
Total enclosed                                _________ 
 
 
Additional Space for more information: 
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