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Shop Online ... www.VictoriaBritish.com

or Request Your FREE Catalog Today!

Shop Online ... Fast, Simple & Safe
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Fully lllustrated
FREE Catalogs

Quality Parts & Accessories
Fully illustrated catalogs with the parts you need. Specify your

make and model to get a FREE cataloq. “.!'H LE}I-FI{{:II‘ @
Fasi Service, Simple Ordering and Convenient, Quick Delivery. ool
%g,,% 34 iy » Austin Healey +TR2,3,4, 44, 250
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];‘B?MM‘E{"‘ * Austin Healey Sprite +TR7 & TR8
SIS & MG Nidget » Spitfire & GTH
Sl i » MGA * Sunbeam Alpine
N ualigdbsaleys » MGB & MGC & Tiger
SUNBE AM "Keep'em On The Road "~

www.VictoriaBritish.com

1-800-255-0088




Websites

Desert Centre-Triumph Register of America
www.dctra.org

Triumph Sports Car Club of San Diego http://clubs.hemmings.com/sandiegotriumph
Portland Triumph Owners Association www.portlandtriumph.org

Tyee Triumph Club(Seattle) www.tyee.triumph.org

British Columbia Triumph Registry www.3.telus.net/bc_triumph_registry
All British Field Meet (Portland) www.abfm-pdx.com

Vintage Triumph Register www.vtr.org AND www.vtr2007.com
Triumph 2000/2500/2.5 Register www.t2000register.org.uk

Rimmer Bros www.rimmerbros.co.uk

Stag Owners Club www.stag.org.uk

TR Sports 6 Club www.tr-register.co.uk/news.htm
British Auto Works (OR) www.britishautoworks.com

British Wire Wheel www.britishwirewheel.com

Save Our Cars www.saveourcars.org

British Car Forum www.britishcarforum.com

Triumph Travelers Sports Car Club www.triumphtravelers.org

Southern California Triumph Owners Assn www.sctoa.org

British Motor Heritage Group www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
6-Pack —USA Club for TR6/TR250 Owners www.6-pack.org

Okanagan British Car Club (B.C.) www.obcc.ca

Vintage Sports Car Club of Calgary (Alberta) www.vsccc.ca

Moss Motors www.mossmotors.com

Small auction and forum www.britishcarauction.com

Classic Autosport Magazine www.classicautosport.net
International Spitfire Database www.members.cox.net/spitlist
British Motor Club of Utah www.britishmotorclub.org

Columbia Gorge MGA Club (Classic Gorge Rally) www.columbiagorgemgaclub.com
Victoria British www.victoriabritish.com

Triumph Register of Southern California www.socaltriumphs.org

Hill Country Triumph Club www.hillcountrytriumphclub.org
Tucson British Car Register www.tucsonbritish.com

Central Coast British Car Club www.centralcoastbritishcarclub.com
Texas Triumph Register www.texastriumphregister.org

Delta Motorsports www.deltamotorsports.com
C.A.R.S of Phoenix www.englishbawbsclassics.com



TRiumph TRumpeter

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF
THE DESERT CENTER—TRIUMPH REGISTER of AMERICA

PROMOTING TRIUMPHS AROUND THE WORLD
WITH OUR SISTER CLUB,
THE ISLE OF WIGHT TRIUMPH CLLE, LLK.

http://www.dctra.org

NEXT CLUB MEETING:

September 2011 September 13, 2011 @ 7:00 PM
b
VOL. 32 Issue 6 Denny’s Restaurant
650 N. Scottsdale Rd., Tempe, AZ 85281
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EDITORS DESK

Dave Riddle
In Memoriam:

My Sister and | grew up with our Dad owning a
TR3 and then a TR6.

My Sister of course showed good taste and mar-
ried a guy that had owned a TR7 since before he
even had a license to drive and still has the car.

He upgraded

it many years
ago and the
biggest up-
grade was to
pitch the TR7
motor and
replace it with
the big Rover
V-8. The caris
a rocket. Dan
was the only one that ever really drove it (Lots of
humorous stories at the Memorial about all the
friends that never got to drive the car.) Only two
people besides Dan ever drove it. His dad when
they test drove the car decades ago when buying
it and my Sister who was only allowed to drive

it from their house in Malibu to the nearest Bus
Stop for her commute to work at UCLA.

Dan was quite a bit taller than my Sister and the
driver’s seat is frozen so she is now working at
getting it unstuck I'm sure the TR7 will be a long
time family member as it will be another tie for
their just turned five-year old daughter to her fa-
ther. Kira was a tattle-tale earlier this year to her
Mom when Dan did some do-nuts in a parking lot
with Kira along for a ride.

Dan’s death was completely unexpected.

He was a very accomplished and talented CGl
artist and engineer. If you look down his IMDB
page you will see many of your favorite TV
Shows and some Movies that he did the comput-
er graphic artwork for.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0140557/

MARILYN LARSEN
(602) 275-1398

PARTS LIST FOR SALE
1961 TRIUMPH TR-4

(1) DIFFERENTIAL W/BRAKE DRUMS
{2} ENGINE BLOCKS
1-EMPTY W/SLEEVES
1-WICRANKSHAFT, CAM AND PISTONS
(2) TR 4 VALVE COVERS
{2) EXHAUST MANIFOLDS
(1) INTAKE MANIFOLD
{1) SET OF 4 CYLINDER SLEEVES
{1} TIMING GEAR WICHAIN AND COVER
{1) TR4 CRANKSHAFT
{4) PISTONS WICONNECTING RODS
{4) PISTONS W/ WRIST PINS
(1) FRONT ENGINE MOUNTING PLATE
{2) ROD CAPS
{3) MAIN BEARING CAPS
(2) MECHANICAL FUEL PUMPS
(2) HEATER CORES W/BLOWER MOTORS
(1) HEATER VALVE
(2) WATER PUMP IMPELLER AND PULLEY
(1) WATER PUMP WIOUT PULLEY
(1) WATERPUMP HOUSING
{2) OIL FILTER MOUNTING BRACKETS (FOR STOCK OIL FILTER)
1 W/ CANISTER
{1) OIL PUMP W/SCREEN
{1) OIL PAN
(3) ALUMINUM REAR OIL SEAL SETS
{1) WINDSHIELD WIPER MOTOR AND ASSEMBLY
(2) COILS
(2) DIPSTICKS
(2) THRUST WASHERS AND MOUNTING TABS
{1) FOUR-BLADE FAN
{1) THERMOSTAT HOUSING
{1) TURN SIGNAL
{1} AIR CLEANER
(1) GAS CAP—GREAT SHAPE
(1) DOOR OPENING ROD
(1) SET OF DOOR HINGES
(4) AFTER MARKET WHEEL KNOCKOFFS
{3) GEAR SHIFT KNOBS—WOOD
(3) GEAR SHIFT KNOBS—BLACK
(1) STEERING WHEEL
(1) TAIL LIGHT BEZEL
(1) REAR BUMPER OVERIDER
{2) FRONT BUMPER OVERIDERS
(1) SET OF BRAKE SHOES
{1) JUMP SEAT
{3) TR4 FRONT GRILLS—GOOD CONDITION
(4) JACK STANDS
{1) PARKING LIGHT RUBBER BOOT
{1) CUSTOM MADE TOW BAR
(1) TOP BOW WWEBBING

HTTP ./ A WWW. MICROWORKS . NET

MICR &
W1 ¥RKS

DaviD W. RIDDLE
20% Labor Discount for DCTRA Members

P2 Box 30724 TEL: 4530-510-832354
MESA, AZ BE2T5-0Q724 DAVESMICROWORKS.NET



Prez Sez

George Montgomery

Well my TR6 is slowly coming back togeth-
er. | now have the cylinder head back on with the
manifolds and SU carburetors. I'd like to thank
Bill Close for his help in torqueing the head and
showing me the proper sequence. | also need
to thank Ron Gurnee for his help with cleaning
out some bolts and passages with a tap and die
set. That makes reassembly so much easier. |
still have the water pump, ERG valve and heater
valve, then all of the hoses, fluids and hoses.
Each piece is being cleaned and polished or
painted before going back on. | wish | could have
got the under hood body panels painted while |
was at it, but that will have to wait till next year.
Mechanicals first. The seats and new carpeting
are already waiting though to go in before the
Triumphest trip.

| hope that you got your registration in
for the Triumphest 2011. The early cut-off date
is this coming Monday. It looks like it will be a
fun event. | toured the area with a ground view
on Google Maps. It looks like a beautiful area
and will be a cool 6,000-6,500 altitude. Is it too
early about getting together a group who want to
caravan together there? My Mapquest directions
says that it is a 371 mile drive (that’s from Mesa)
and a 6 hour drive, plus pit stops. If we left
here by 7am Thursday we’d be there by 2-3pm.
We might even have time to work in an enroute
sightseeing stop such as the world’s largest ball
of twine or something else exciting.

Our own Triumpest 2012 seems to be
coming together nicely. The venue and hotel are
agreed and in place at Inn of America, Flagstaff.
The brochure has been designed and printed.
It's beautiful! All other steps are falling into place
just as to schedule. Wow!

See you at the August meeting,

George

Prez Sez

George Montgomery

| can certainly feel that this is one of the
hottest summers on record for Arizona; and this
is only my 5th year to spend the whole summer
here. The early pioneers who came here during
the 18th century, or any time before air-condition-
ing, must have been a very hardy bunch; and...
they couldn’t drive 60-70 miles per hour in their
wagons to cool down either.

| finally have my TR6 back together and
running. Feels good to have it back on the
streets. Test driving it Friday, it kept stuttering
and cutting out upon accelerating. I'm not much
of a mechanic and can only take it apart and
mostly back together if someone else will diag-
nose it for me. However, going through the ba-
sics before calling someone, | checked off the list
in one of my manuals. Everything seemed to be
in order, properly tightened, gapped, etc. Then
| remember having the carburetors off, which
surely must have been turned upside down. Aah!
Fill the dashpots with oil, dummy! That took care
with maybe 80% of my problem; it still is not per-
fect but close enough for the British Car Break-
fast run this morning. It was early in the morning,
but not close to 60-70 MPH; still a nice drive.
There must have been a dozen DCTRA members
there; nice turn out for a HOT summer morning.

| still have some tuning, polishing and
other work on the car to get it ready for the trip to
Triumphest in a couple of weeks or so. Can you
feel the pressure? It won’t be the most pristine
TR there, but, it will be the prettiest. Remember
beauty is in the eye of the beholder, and this is
the first time that | have been able to drive my car
to Triumphest since | drove my 73 Spitfire back
in 2002. Can some of you remember that far
back?

Enough rambling, | need to go check my
brake pads. They were squealing intermittently
this morning. It's hot out there!

See you at the meeting on September 13th.
George



Minutes of the
July Meeting

Bev Peterson
DCTRA Meeting Minutes - July 12, 2011

President George Montgomery opened the meet-
ing at 7:00 p.m. at DENNY’S RESTAURANT at
670 N. Scottsdale Road in Tempe.

26 - people signed the roster:
Jim Andres
Jim Bauder
Bill Close — drove a TR
Bill Close, Jr.
Gene Glenn
Bill Graham - Visitor
Ron Gurnee
John & Beth Horton
Betsy Kavash
Craig Kenyon
Armand LaCasse — drove a TR
Stu & Debbie Lasswell — drove a TR
Bob Mcliravy
George Montgomery
Dave & Denine Muré
Linda Nicholson
Pete & Bev Peterson— drove a TR
Bill Pettingell
Ken Schmidt
Roy & Jean Stoney
Wayne “Kiwi” Treloar

4 TRIUMPHS WERE DRIVEN TO THE MEET-
ING!

VISITORS: Bill Graham from Scottsdale. He
owns a 1965 Corvette and a 2005 Jaguar XKR
and is looking for a Triumph TR4A.

Adam Parker, Auto Upholstery Specialist
and a friend of Bill Close. Adam specializes in
vintage Corvettes, muscle cars and street rods
but will also do Triumphs (and some antique fur-
niture).

MINUTES: The June minutes were approved as
submitted.

TREASURER: John Reynolds was not present
to report so Gene Glenn reviewed the club’s ac-
count balances.

MEMBERSHIP: Marty Clark was not present to
report. Dee Taylor sent in her renewal by way of
Kiwi Treloar. Visitor Bill Grahaml paid his dues
(except for $1.00) and became a DCTRA mem-
ber tonight.

NEWSLETTER: Dave Riddle was not present to
report on the newsletter.

AAHC: John Horton reported that the State has
passed a law allowing toll roads.

OWNERSHIP UPDATES: Bill Pettingell wants
to sell his 1960 TR3. It's British Racing Green,
“good running,” with a 5-speed transmission
conversion by Bill Close, rack & pinion and wire
wheels. He wants $16,000.

Kiwi Treloar has decided NOT to sell his 1974
TR6. His add will be removed from the newslet-
ter.

John Horton is ready to sell Zane's car —a 1976
TR7 with a 1982 Olds 3.8 litre V6 automatic. The
car has many new parts and new upholstery.
The A/C needs work. He’s asking $2,500.

Pete Peterson bought another “project car”, a
TR3B.

TECHNICAL: Armand LaCasse said it is too hot
to work. Kiwi Treloar reported that John Reyn-
olds’ car is running good with the Nissan rear end
installed.

EVENTS: Matt Reynolds was not present to re-
port so Gene Glenn announced some upcoming
events. Look for those events and others listed
in the newsletter and on our website: www.dctra.
org

The following club members will be driving a
“scenic route” together to the 2011 VTR National
Convention in Breckenridge, Colorado in August:
Jim Bauder, Kiwi Treloar, John Reynolds, Matt
Reynolds, and John Truttman.



OLD BUSINESS: John Horton presented the
Club banner to George Montgomery for safe-
keeping after announcing that he found it when
cleaning out his garage. The banner was lost for
a number of years.

NEW BUSINESS: Bill Close Jr. said the spon-
sors of Triumphest 2011 would not allow them to
have a booth to sell their 5-speed transmission
conversion kit because another vendor with a
similar product has already arranged to be there.
He said he appreciated everyone’s support and
hopes everyone has fun.

Bill Close’s transmission conversion on his TR6
is featured in an article in this month’s Hemmings
Sports and Exotics magazine. Future articles will
be forthcoming as he continues to work on the
car.

John Horton spoke about Bill Gilmore’s museum
at the Scottsdale Pavilions. Mr. Gilmore is offer-
ing to host car shows (up to 200 cars) and club
meetings at his facility at no charge. John said
arrangements have been made with the nearby 5
& Diner restaurant to allow meeting attendees to
order then have their food delivered to the mu-
seum.

Betsy Kavash reported that the 2012 Wheels of
Britain WILL be held at Heritage Square.

Club members who had items to give away were:
Jim Bauder (magazines and a Roadster Factory
TRG6 parts catalogue) and Dave Muré (canvas
storage bags from Chicago).

TRIUMPHEST 2012 REPORT: Betsy Kavash
reported that brochures are being printed now to
be ready to distribute at Triumphest 2011. She
said volunteers are needed, especially to find

a location for the autocross event. Joe Minnick
offered to store items at his home in Flagstaff as
the need arose.

With no other business, the meeting adjourned at
7:35 p.m.

Submitted by:

Bev Peterson, Secretary
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Minutes of the
August Meeting

Bev Peterson
DCTRA Meeting Minutes - August 9, 2011

President George Montgomery opened the meet-
ing at 7:00 p.m. at DENNY’S RESTAURANT at
670 N. Scottsdale Road in Tempe.

29 - people signed the roster:
Julian Anderson — drove a TR
Jim Andres — drove a TR
Jim Bauder — drove a TR
Pete Bowen
Bob Branton
Bill Close, Jr.

Bill Close — drove a TR

Gene Glenn

Ron Gurnee

Bill Graham

John & Beth Horton

Jody Kerr

Craig Kenyon

Armand LaCasse — drove a TR
Stu Lasswell

Jim Medland

Joe Minnick

George Montgomery

Dave & Denine Muré

John & Kathy Nuss

Bev Peterson

Matt & John Reynolds — drove a TR
Michael Sparkman

Roy Stoney

Kiwi Treloar — drove a TR

7 TRIUMPHS WERE DRIVEN TO THE MEET-
ING!

VISITOR: Bert Staddon, a guest of Bill Close,
doesn’t have a Triumph but she is a “car gal.”

MINUTES: The July minutes were approved as
read at the meeting.

TREASURER: John Reynolds reported on the
club’s account balances. Expenses of $389.53



were paid out for Triumphest brochures and a PO
Box.

MEMBERSHIP: Marty Clark was not present to
report on membership.

NEWSLETTER: Dave Riddle was not present to
report on the newsletter. There was no August
newsletter.

AAHC: John Horton reported that the AAHC is
closed down for the summer.

OWNERSHIP UPDATES: Stu Lasswell has a
new Mini Cooper. A friend of Bill Close has a
1964 TRA4A for sale - $1600 — complete car. Bill
Graham wants to buy a TR4 or TR250. Ed May
is looking for a TR6. John Horton said Zane’s car
is still for sale.

EVENTS: Matt Reynolds announced some up-
coming events. Armand LaCasse announced he
will host a Pool Party on September 24th — de-
tails to follow. Look in the newsletter and on our
website for more information: www.dctra.org

TECHNICAL: John Horton reported that his
Bridgeport milling machine is now completely
installed.

John Reynolds told about their trip to Greens-
boro, NC and excellent service from Hendrix Wire
Wheel’'s. He also spoke about going to the Skip
Barber Auto Sport Museum in Birmingham, AL.

Several members spoke about various vendors
who can service and align wire wheels: Tom
Tucker Tires at Camelback/12th Street; Jim Wil-
son Alignment at 16th Street/Van Buren; Gary’s
Alignment at 19th Avenue/Deer Valley Road.

Mike Sparkman described a problem he is having
with the rear end on his TR4.

Joe Minnick has a set of 15-inch, 60-spoke, paint-
ed wheels for a TR3 - $400 OBO

Kiwi Treloar recommends Crown Collision Center
in Gilbert.

OLD BUSINESS: There was no old business.

NEW BUSINESS: Several members talked
about the Brighton Motors Rally to be held No-
vember 6. Information is on the internet.

TRIUMPHEST 2012 REPORT: George Durkin
was not here to report. The brochures are print-
ed and John Reynolds will be distributing them
at the VTR National Convention in Breckenridge,
CO in August.

With no other business, the meeting adjourned at
7:40 p.m.

Submitted by:
Bev Peterson, Secretary

Marty Clark has indicated that he has
been overwhelmed with work stuff and will be
for the foreseeable future. He has decided it
would be best for someone to take over the
Membership Chair duties.

We would like to give Marty a big thank
you for his years of service maintaining our
membership files.

Trudy Crable has agreed to assume
those duties.

Triumphesk 007
— ]
“Triumphs Are Forever

We still have copies of
~ Forewey the Triumphest 2007
b Event Poster.
Don’t have one hanging
in your garage?
Get one!

Free to a good home
(or garage!)
Contact Dave Riddle
at 480-610-8234 or via
email: dave@micro-
works.net to arramge
to get one at a Club
Meeting
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DCTRA Membership Application

Please print and return completed form to:
John Reynolds, Treasurer

806 E. Campus

Tempe, AL 82282

Address

City: State: ZIP:
Phone: Phone:
email:

{required for newsletter notification)

Auto Info:
Make: Model:
M ake: Madel:
Make: Model:
Length of Membership
l One Year
$18.00
I Two Years
$34.00
| Three Years
$50.00

Commission #:

Commission #:

Commission #:

| would like to Receive the Newsletler via:

Email
US Mail

Comments/Suggestions:
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{974 Trumph TR &

For Sale:
A Very Nice 1974 Triumph TR6 $23,500. obo

This car features twin Strombergs, rebuilt and
micro polished, Toyota Supra 5 speed gearbox
— the overdrive is great for highway driving and
fuel mileage. Stainless steel radiator shroud,
polished aluminum valve cover, spin-on oil filter
adapter and Ratco throttle linkage. Engine runs
very strong.

Wheels are new 16 x 7 Panasports with new
Yokohama P205-65-R16 tires. Front suspension
has very recently been rebuilt with all new parts
and bushing sets, competition springs with gas
shocks front and rear.

All new interior including seat covers, new inte-
rior panel kits, new wood dash and dash trim and
matching wood steering wheel. Car has new tan
colored Stayfast soft top with a new boot cover.
Exterior paint color is a diamond white pearl and
is two years old.

This car is a show winner...a Must See!

Located in Mesa Arizona.
Call Kiwi at 480-986-1268

Car is sold as is with no warranties
No mechanical issues — just gas up and go! Car

and Title will not be released until full payment
has cleared my bank.




TR3 Wiper switch

Bill Close & Jim Hughes

View frren Hophes: who 1t n need of HELMIT!

Iwant o have a Lnas 754448, DR3A 2-gpeed wiper muitor mmy TR3A and have been looking
for moy mfrrmation | mm pet o complete the job.  Thes & what 1 have faomd oot 5o Gr sod any

addibon: or comectimns would be very helpful 1 alio need the chrome mot that holds the swich
m place o0 the dash  The tize of the dame = the heatry 1 theottat swikch ona TR3A or B dazh

The 2-speed wiper or heates swnitch (tame swnich) e from a TR4A or TR0, In the heater twaich

ayplication only the 4, & and § spae are nied:

2-speed wiper swiich

#4 Fower . (fom the combml

box)

¥5 Slew out (v the mador

¥ Hiph out to the mobw
The stber mumbers damped on the
gwiich ave 13,5 and 7 and are oot nsed
m thes apphration
While the }-speed wiper was an optson
m the TR3A and TE3B, usmp the part
hited above, wery bitle m know sbhout
mamber 1{EHY | supertedes to 2 ample
pueth/pull type wiper swikh foomd m
TRz tonday.
The 2-speed twitch from a2 TR4A or
TR250 anal 13 NLA  So, anted swiich
1 the bestt yon can pret
The diapram at the left 12 firom that
switch.
the wiper mohw itself; and thesefore 2
pir-tail mnst be made v acommmodate
the: privpey porarer transfer. The remams-

factnred “ldke™ orgmal ware hamesites or the ones 1eied ulay do i take mio acoount a 2-ipeed

moHE.

Mme o the patall when I can leamn sbout 1, or when someone takes the e to explam 1t to me.

Huphrs
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Hi Bill,

| could not find a diagram of the inside
of the wiper motor either. However, One time
in one of the dealerships | worked in | had the
same problem where a customer wanted to wire
up a Lucas wiper motor to operate by toggle
switches so we just opened the wiper plug up
and made note of what wire did what.

The two speed Lucas wiper uses three
wires on the motor. By looking at the internal wir-
ing of the plug on the wiper you will see that the
three motor wires are negative and two optional
power wires. A 12v battery and a couple of test
leads will allow you to ID what wire does what
on the motor. Then look at the park switch. As |
remember the parking of the motor disconnects
the power supply and grounds the motor wire so
as to be a electric brake to stop the motor from
coasting when shut off. | don’t remember what
color wire does what but | do remember how it
operated.

Just keep in mind that the two optional
power supplies changed the speed of the mo-
tor and when switched off the motor becomes
a spinning generator so the motor wires are
disconnected and grounded to act like a brake.
The park switch does the disconnect when the
column switch is switched off and when the park
switch disconnets the motor. It is grounded so
the motor (now a generator) will brake and stop
quickly.

Assuming you have the flat switches, according
to my wiring notes the switch configuration is as
follows (viewed from back). Depending on your
exact model, your wire colours may be different.
However, the wire colours outlined at the link
above on the wiper motor plug should be consis-
tent with the switch functions listed below. Lotus
(at least on the Federal model) used non-stan-
dard wire colours for this circuit; the colours | am
listing first below follow Lucas (British Standards
Institution # BS-AU7) standard, which appear to
agree with the Triumph link. Your model, which
is later than mine, may have corrected this minor
confusion, and you may have standard wire co-
lours? Let me know if this is too confusing and |
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can check details for your model’s wiring diagram
if it will help. | checked my wiring diagram for
Plus 2S and inserted your expected wire colours
below with question marks.

Switch Terminal - Wire Colour - Function - Tri-
umph article equivalent switch terminal

Upper Left - Green (Green on Lotus Federal),
Brown / Purple on your car? - power supply wire
from fuse; Powers the switch - Terminal 2

Upper Right - Blue / Lt Green (Lt Green on
Federal Lotus), Black / Red on your car? - Fast
Speed; Powers motor @ fast speed - Terminal 1
Lower Right - Red / Lt Green (Yellow on Federal
Lotus), Yellow on your car? - Slow Speed; Pow-
ers motor @ slow speed - Terminal 3

Lower Left - Brown / Lt Green (Black / Yellow
on Federal Lotus), Black / Yellow on your car?

- Park; * Terminal 4

* Didn’t quite figure this one out but it works!
Clearly Bob & Richard have a better handle on
this mystery. | looked over Richard’s link to try
and figure it out, and seems to connect the power
from the motor plug to the slow speed motor wire
until the park position is reached. The park switch
cuts power to the motor, and grounds the slow
speed power wire. This grounding will stop the
motor rotation immediately, so it doesn’t run past
the park position. Thanks for the great link; | have
updated my notes.

HTH As with all Lotus wiring, your mileage may
vary. It's cold here and | have plenty of time, so
apologize for length.

Quick adder. Once you figure out the wiring, a
new plug for the wiper motor is available. Mine
was connected with individual spade connectors ,
perhaps by to PO. | changed it over to the proper
plug so it wouldn’t get buggered up again.

Stu

Calgary Alberta Canada

1969 Plus 2 Federal LHD

Spyder chassis, Lotus TC with SU’s, MT75 5
speed

Red & running
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Classified

Classified ad’s are free to DCTRA Members
TRIUMPH / TOYOTA

TRANSMISSION ADAPTORS

Put a Toyota 5 Speed into your TR-3 or TR-4,
Transmission adaptor uses stock Triumph hydral-
ic clutch set up. Adaptor Kit, with instruction, and
pictures. Bill Close (602-524-5351)
http://www.eaglegatellc.com

Mechanic/Painter

Mechanical, Paint and Body Work

Over 30 years experience in high end restoration
work.

Honest and dependable with very reasonable
rates.

Owner of a 1973 Triumph TR6 since 1975.
Located in North Phoenix 602-569-4889

Please ask for Pat when calling.

TR6 complete engine/parts for sale

Variety of used TR6 parts and complete 1970
engine on stand for sale. Also an aftermarket TR6
Hardtop. Will sell all for $1250. Please forward to
all who may be interested.

Contact Rick 520-780-1948
rschuarizona@yahoo.com

GT6 Engine

1968 GT-6 engine complete bought from wreck-
ing yard in Flagstaff $250.00 Scottsdale 602-377-
8559

My TR3A project parts: is just about finished
and there are many parts left over. Here are sev-
eral that are ready for a new home:

1 used TR3 windshield (clear) $50.00

1 New TR3 windshield (clear) Roadster Factory
$154 + about $100 postage & shipping $200.00

1 rear seat (leather)(Moss), black with white pip-
ing $349.95 ready to install $300.00

1 hard top shell with drip rails/w rear window that
came with the top  $ 350.00

1 Heater reconditioned $350.00

1 set of seats (core only) $100.00

1 set of side curtain frames $75.00 There

are several fenders and doors in good

to fair condition priced accordingly.

Pick up only or call and maybe something can be
worked out. Jim Hughes 480 924.3565
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Original 1976 TR6 for sale with very good condi-
tion factory Topaz (orange-yellow) paint and only
70,983 original miles since new. Interior and soft
top are also in good condition. Has circa 1976
dealer installed luggage rack and racing stripes.
The frame is rusted under passenger side and
the rear-end clunks under acceleration (U-joints?
Differential?). Car has not been driven or started
since 2008. $4000, as is. Call John at 602-762-
1320 or email jlindly@cox.net for more informa-
tion or for photos.

1974 Triumph Spitfire 1500, 20K original miles,
new top, brown, $2500. 480-759-6840 ask for
Rick.

1976 triumph TR7 belonged to Zane Horton.
Car was rebuilt years ago by a former DCTRA
member with a 1982 Olds 3.8 Ltr

V6 and auto transmission.

New tires, new overheat fan with manual control,
rebuilt brakes, new exhaust system. All lights
work.

Interior: Recovered seats. Yellow paint on hood
is cracked; rest of body can be rubbed out, Radio
with working speakers.

Car runs very well, and with the V6 it should be
reliable with parts availability.

The air conditioning is is in place, however it
needs electric leads to finish

It. Many spare parts. It is available for 2,500.00.
John Horton 602-705-8678

1974 Triumph Spitfire 1500

20K original miles, new top, never driven in the
winter. Good condition, some rust, been sitting for
awhile and Not currently road ready - $2500 or
best offer. | bought this car when it was 6 months
old and shipped it here from Ohio.

Rick Humiston

3708 E. Briarwood Terrace

Phoenix, Az. 85048

480-759-6840



Gene Glenn, 602 320-2281, E-Mail: Gene@GMT-RE.com

TRIUMPH PARTS FOR SALE - MAKE BEST REASONABLE OFFER.

All of these components were just removed from my 1966 TR4A. All are in perfect working
order. All of the cooling components must go as a package, each item as listed, no splits please.

The listed prices from the latest Moss catalog are for reference only.

COOLING COMPONETS

e TR4A Radiator $329.95 *Crankshaft Sprocket $38.95
(Not at TR4 Radiator) *Camshaft Sprocket 45.95
e Water Pump Pulley  36.95 *Timing Chain 9.95
® Fan 109.95 * Price for Set $94.85
e Fan Extension 44.95 *Note: All in excellent condition. Chain
e Water pump w/new tensioner holed timing chain cover provided
Blade impeller 99.95 opportunity to replace all above with new.
e Pulley Hub 69.95
® Crank Pulley 43.95 New Smith Lucas 30 amp meter,
e Crank Bolt (N/A) 49.95 #30-0-30 N/A
Total Cooling Package $785.60
e Generator 159.95 4 Chrome hub caps w/center
® 2 Original Steel Wheels “Triumph Globe” Medallions
TR33 to TS13045 N/A very good condition, Set Price $168.95
e TR6 peddle box
Assembly 10.00 Australian sheep skin seat covers
fit high & low seat backs, NEW $20.00
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Local Cruise Nights

Fridays:

Chandler - East Valley Cruise-In at Fulton
Ranch Towne Center - S.W. corner of Arizona
Ave. & Ocatillo Rd. - 6-9pm - Info: Stephanie
623.582.9599

Glendale - KOOL Radio Car Show 3rd Friday
of Month at Sanderson Ford Lincoln Mercury
(6400 N. 51st Ave) - 4pm-7pm - live music and
great KOOL prizes - Info: Nick 602-488-8163

Mesa - Cruise Downtown Mesa 2nd Friday of
Month (West Main Street from Country Club
Drive to Center Street) hosted by Downtown
Mesa Merchants Group - Come down, join the
fun and show off your car!! It's FREE!! - Info:
Sharon 480-890-2613 or Anita 480-924-7887

Mesa - Mesa First Car Show at Mesa First
Assembly (1303 S Lindsay Rd) - Meets 1st
Friday of every month beginning Jan. 2nd
from 6-9pm - Live music, BBQ, soft drinks,
huge parking area, great lighting - All vehicles
welcome - Info: Greg 480-678-2209

Peoria - Friday Night Lights Car Show/Cruise
In - 91st Ave just of Northern behind Auto
Zone (8350 N. 91 Ave.) - 300 parking spaces
- 100 to 200 cars attend weekly - 5:30pm -?

- open to all cars, trucks, food, music, trophy
for best car - Info: Bryn 480-229-2918

Phoenix - West Side Cruisin’ - 35th Ave. &
Northern - Info: 602-246-3906

Phoenix - Rod and Custom Cruise (SW
corner of 59th Ave. and Beardsley), prizes,
raffles, music, and clean fun - Info: 623 362-
8282

Surprise - Fry’s Marketplace parking lot
(13982 W. Waddell Rd.) - 5-9pm - all makes
and years - Corner of W. Waddell Rd. and Li-
tchfield Rd., behind the Sonic Drive-In - Sonic,
Fry’s and Subway for food and beverages

- Info: Larry 623-476-8098

Saturdays:

Chandler - Chandler Christian Church (1825
S. Alma School Rd.) - 1st Saturday of every
month - Coffee and Donuts - Cars, Trucks and
Motorcycles welcome - 9am-11am - Info: Tom
Donahue (480) 510-3145

Glendale - Safeway - 83rd Ave. just off the 101
(west) 1/2 mile north of Union Hills - hundreds
of parking spaces, plenty of light, permission

from the Safeway Property management - food - Every
Saturday night from 5pm-?7??

Laveen - Wienerschnitzel (5220 W. Baseline
Rd.) from 5p-9p - Info: Shane 602-605-8101
or 949-433-1251

Mesa - Cruisin’ on Main Street presented by
Hot Rod Planet and Concerned Mesa Cruisers
(Country Club to Mesa Dr.) - 6-10pm - Info:
Lance 480-229-5691 - Mesa To be held the
4th Saturday of every month

Mesa - Power & Hampton on Saturday Eve-
nings near Superstition Springs by K Mart

Peoria - Safeway Shopping Center - 20713
N. 83rd Ave. (83rd Ave. and Lake Pleasant
Road) - 5-9pm - Everyone Welcome - Info:
Gary 623-203-5752

Phoenix - Cruise-In at SO-CAL-AZ (3427 E.
McDowell Rd.) - Second Saturday of month

- 7-9am - coffee, donuts, car talk and a Small
Swap - Drive your classic car or truck to
qualify for swap space - No Trailers or Truck
loads - Info: Don 602-275-7990

Scottsdale - McDonald’s, Scottsdale Pavil-
ions Shopping Center, 4pm-10pm, 9140 E.
Indian Bend Rd. (Pima & Indian Bend Road)

Sundays:

Chandler - Every Sunday morning at 7am at
Starbucks in downtown Chandler ((1 San Mar-
cos Place) just west of Arizona Ave, south of
Chandler Blvd.) We're kinda hard to miss, just
look for the Hot rods! Can | hear an AMEN?

- Info: Craig Pike 480-220-6687

Fountain Hills - Fountain Hills Automobile
Club Cruise-In at KFC & A&W RESTAURANT
(16805 E. Shea Blvd.) (Target Center) - 1:00
PM - Open to all Antique, Classic & Special In-
terest Vehicles (No Shows during the summer)

Phoenix - Hotrod Jokers Cruise-In and Car
Show - Ramjets Speed Shop (13701 N. Cave
Creek Rd.) - 1-4pm - free hot dogs and bever-
ages - Info: Ron 602-574-4059

Scottsdale - Old Guys Hot Rods Hotrod Show
at Handlebar J’s (7116 E. Becker Lane) - 1st
Sunday of Month - car show on the street in
front Handle Bar J’s patio, Live music - all
years and makes welcome - Info: Mike 602-
291-8374



TR3 Suspension
Upgrade

Stu Lasswell

I've spoken and written many times about
modifying the front suspension of my trusty TR3
to improve the handling, specifically in regard to
modifications referred to in a Classic Motorsports
magazine article from a few years back. Specifi-
cally, it involved the adapting of TR6 control arms
and vertical links (kingpins) to the TR3 in order to
gain more favorable camber and caster angles.

The TR3 is factory set with approx. zero
caster and camber, which was fairly standard
in those days, and perhaps best with those old,

skinny bias-ply tires. Modern radials benefit from
additional negative camber (meaning the tires
angle outward at the bottom when viewed from
the front) which allows the tire’s tread to remain
flat relative to the road surface in a turn, as the
car leans. Castor refers to the angle from vertical
that the kingpin in inclined... more caster results
in camber change when the wheels are turned
only, which combines with the static camber set-
ting to maximize traction at the outside wheel in a
turn. Sounds complicated, huh?

Triumph recognized the need for change in the
‘60s, and later TR4s and all TR6s had a few de-
grees of caster dialed into the standard suspen-
sion set-up. Fortunately for us, Triumph was
cheap enough to change only those parts that

- had to be changed, which means that we can
- swap parts from cars almost 20 years newer

and combine them with the old stuff to achieve
improvement. That was the gist of the article,
but | found out that they left out some important
facts, and oversimplified the process. So, here
we go...

The article stated that one needs only to

| swap the TR3 upper control arms for the TR6
. units and the result will be 3 degrees of positive

caster. Actually if you try to force the vertical
link over like that you’d probably break them...
the lower trunnions need to be set up for that
angle. However, the trunnions are “handed” (R
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& L) and cannot be threaded onto the TR3 verti-  resulted in contact (very bad)! Some judicious
cal links! They also need to be swapped out for grinding on the parts cleared up this problem.
later (TR4 through 6) units. Actually, this is not

really a bad thing, as the TR®6 links drop the front Well, this was as far as | got just before this
of the car by about an inch and a half, which also  year’s BEAT tour, and that's how we drove it for
benefits handling (but increases risk of “bottom- that 500 mile trip. It was positively terrifying!
ing out” on bumps/dips). Every bump in the road jerked the wheel in my

hands, and the car was impossible to keep on a
steady path through a fast curve! | was experi-
encing severe “bump steer” Very, VERY BAD!

It seems that when you drop the front end,
but retain the TR3 steering arms, the steering
rack geometry gets out of whack. More TR6
pieces brought this back in line, but resulted
in the steering rack being too short... extreme
toe-in could not be adjusted out, as | just ran
out of threads. Fortunately, Bill Close had the
requisite longer rack pieces, and this crisis has
also been averted. Now it’s all back together
and aligned.

So, has this exercise been worth all the ef-
fort? Yes, | think so, at least for me and what
I'm trying to do with this car. It handles more
The upper control arms attachment to the ball predictably, corners faster, and the front end drop
joints differs on later cars, in that the arms can be gives it a more aggressive look that | like. That
“slotted” to allow camber adjustment. This brings being said, I've also been told that if | want a car

the upper pivot point inward, pulling the tops of that handles like a Miata, maybe | should just get

the tires inward, resulting in gains in negative a Miata and stop trying to turn a TR3 into some-

camber (good). It also brings these parts closer  thing it's not! To that | can only say, “To each his
own’!

1979 Spitfire For Sale

to the inside of the rims/wheels, which in my case Dave Mure 602-292-9350
19



Calendar of Events

To add or host an event, contact Matt
Reynolds, VP and Activities 480-968-6078 / bsatr6@
yahoo.com

DCTRA Events September 2011

10th- Mesa Marketplace Charity Car Show
13th-DCTRA Meeting

15-18th-Triumphest 2011 Big Bear

17th-Fallen Officers Charity Car Show-Surprise
17th-Sedona Classic Car Show

24th-DCTRA Pool Party (Contact Armand)
Things to remember:

Oct- 22nd-23rd -British Vintage Voyage
Oct 22nd-Tucson Classics Car Show

Nov 6th- Brighton Classic Car Rally-Brighton
Motorsports

Arizona Auto Scene (www.arizonaautoscene.
com) is Arizona’s newest, most complete re-
source for automotive related events, cruises,
news and more. We also feature free classified
ads. Please take a look. If you like the site,
please share it with your friends.

Update Your
Triumph Membership

Marty has posted the updated membership
list on our DCTRA.org website (see files section).
It's updated through the January ‘08 Brunch
meeting. He is still accepting digital pictures of
your car(s) to include on this list. Club members
voted to remove unpaid listings, so these will no
longer receive club emails. If you would like your
membership to be renewed, bring your payment
to an event, meeting or mail a check (made out
to DCTRA) to our Treasurer, John Reynolds, 806
E. Campus, Tempe, AZ 85282.

JIM MEDLAND, President
JEFF GIROUX, Parts Mgr.

’ £
MOTORSPORTS

JOIN US FOR FREE COFTEE & DONUTS
EVERY SATURDAY MORNING FROM 3AM
ENJOY A RELEAXING GET-TOGETHER
WITH YOUR FRIENDS.

OUR ENTRANCE IS ON HATCHER
WHERE #8th AVENUE WOULD BE
( IF THERE WAS ONE ) - C'MON DOWN!
e-mail: delta-ms@earthlink.net

Parts and Accessories

| |
for Fine
2 | British Automobiles ﬂ

Fax (602) 971- 8609 Phone (602) 265-8026
oo\ N e VISA
= | [z

Membership

Contact Marty Clark at 480-962-7848 for
membership information. Dues are $18.00 per
year

Recommended
Vendors

A “Vendors” menu option has been added
to the website. Selecting that menu option will
show you a listing of vendors (services, parts,
repair, etc...) that DCTRA members have had
experieince with and are recommending to other
members.

If you have a Vendor to recommend you
will notice at the bottom of the list that a form
has been provided for you to fill out. When we
receive your completed form we will add your rec-
ommended vendor to the list.
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You are cordially invited to attend a Pool Party at
Ann and Armand’s house.

September is not too late for a pool party since the pool is heated by solar panels and the water will
probably be 85 degrees. Yes - Ann and | are Arizona temperature wimps and we think 80 degree
water is ‘freezing’!

In years past we had pool regattas with model boats that would fit in a shoe box. The rules included
no internal combustion engines and nothing that would “hurt” the pool. You are welcome to bring your
pool regatta boat for a little retro racing. | will tune up the field dominating boat for a show run only so

that someone else can obtain the bragging rights this year!

Saturday, September 24, 2011
Arrive after 4:30 pm
Cooking on the grill begins after 5:30 pm
Bangers, brats and soft drinks will be provided

i))}

Please plan on bringing a dish to share
You are welcome to bring your libations — and some to share!
Bring your favorite folding chair or use one of our plastic chairs

We are located near Northern and Central in Phoenix.
For address security and RSVP reasons, we are not publishing our address online.
To RSVP, confirm the food dish you are bringing, and get location directions, please call

Ann at 480 776-2916 or
Armand at 602 904-1037
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VTR 2011 National

Convention

Story & Photos: Jim Bauder
Stag Photos and TR6 Corral Photo:
Chris Hansel

This year’s VTR was hosted by the
Rocky Mountain Triumph Club (RTMC) of Den-
ver, CO. The actual convention activities were
held in nearby Breckenridge. The headquarters
hotel was the Beaver Run Resort, a very large
resort-hotel with a large number of rooms,
meeting rooms and with covered, secure park-
ing. What a lovely venue! The ‘touristy’ moun-
tain architecture in the nearby village, beautiful
surrounding mountains covered with ski lifts
and ski runs, and the friendly local people,
made for an idyllic location. In addition to the
excellent venue, the RMTC members put on an
outstanding and really fun event.

Kiwi and Patsy Treloar, John and Pat
Reynolds and | had planned to caravan to this
year’s VTR. Unfortunately, Kiwi's TR6 developed
a leak in the fuel tank at the last minute which
prevented them from driving the 6 and they de-
cided not to drive their Corvette. John was unable
to complete the assembly of his recently restored
TR6, so they drove their VW Passat! We met
at 5:30 AM in Fountain Hills and after coffee we
headed ‘North to Alaska,’ not really of course, but

some of that ‘cold climate’ sure would have been
22

nice.

Our destination for Thursday night was
Durango, CO. We headed up Hwy 87 to Payson,
left on 260, on to 1-40, and then through Farm-
ington, NM. At about 5:30 or 6:00 we arrived in
Durango. We had made good time across mostly
secondary roads running as fast as prudence

would allow, stopping only for gas and a few
breaks but no sightseeing. We stayed at a very
welcome Best Western in Durango, had a nice
dinner and retired for the night. It was my inten-
tion to leave very early and | was out the door
at 5:01AM. | wanted to get to VTR early as |

' had signed up for the TSD Rallye which was to

start on Thursday morning. | arrived Thursday
about 10:00 AM but unfortunately the Rallye
had already started. This was not all bad as |
also needed to get the TR250 cleaned up and
detailed for | was entered in the Concours on
Friday morning. So after checking into the hotel
and completing a visit to the VTR registration
table, | went to the car wash area and started to
clean the TR250. | received some very welcome
help from Joe Curry of Tucson who was there
with both of his Spitfires!

While | was washing and detailing the car,
| realized that | was really having a very hard time
breathing! | had forgotten that Breckenridge was
at 9000 feet elevation! | knew that the TR250 was
having a hard time running at low RPMs. Ha; it
was barely running below 1200 RPMs. But once



you got the RPMs up it was fine! More on that
later!

On Thursday afternoon they held the Gym-
khana. It looked like fun, but the Gymkhana is not
my favorite event, so | passed. Of course | still
had to do a ‘driving event’ in order to qualify for
the Concours so | ran the TR250 through the
Autocross ‘Tech Inspection’ so | could run that
event on Saturday. Later on Thursday after-
noon John and Pat arrived, registered and that
evening the three of us with Joe, rode into the
‘down town’ part of Breckenridge in the VW,
where the VTR Welcome Barbecue was held
at a local brew pub. They served chicken, beef,
slaw, salad and desert, plus if you got there
early, as we did, their excellent beer was avail-
able at happy Hour pricing! We took full advan-
tage of that!

Friday night we were pretty much on our
own. As | was still suffering from altitude issues,
| went to bed early after a light snack. Saturday
morning | drove to the Autocross venue, which

B CwmaF

was held on a very large parking lot about 8 or
10 miles from the hotel. The drive there, over
very twisty, sports car type roads was great fun!
However, the rain the night before prevented
the organizers from laying out the Autocross

~ course ahead of time. They got an early start

On Friday morning | again got an early
start for the Concours was supposed to be ready
to accept entrants at 7:30 | had time to get cof-
fee though as they were running late. But by 9:00
almost all of the Concours and Participant Choice
entrants were in their assigned places with lots of
last minute detailing by all. At 10:00 the judging
began. The Concours entrant’s cars are judged
by a 3 to 5 person team on a 400 point basis,
with 400 being perfect. More on that later, too!
The Participant Choice event is judged more like
the Wheels of Britain.
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Saturday morning, but the event was delayed.
That gave us all the more time to empty the
trunk, put down the top, etc. and walk the

. course several times. This event was going to
. be a challenge for me as | had never run an Au-

tocross in the TR250. But all | really had to do
was just motor around so | was fairly relaxed, at
least until | was at the starter’s flag!

There were three heats in the morning and
three in the afternoon. My 1st run went well, the
course seemed set up almost perfectly for the
TR250. | was able to keep the RPMs pretty well
up in the power zone as the course allowed me
to run 1st gear the whole way and only at two
points on the course did | have to back off some-
what to prevent over-revving my freshly rebuilt
engine. | did go off course on the 2nd run, but
drove back onto the course and maintained a fast
pace for the balance of that run for more practice,
even though it did not count. My 3rd run was my
best and it would have to do, as | had to go back



to the hotel. Unfortunately, there were a lot of us  with a lot of people saying they would be there or
that wanted or needed to attend the VTR Chapter at least consider coming!
Presidents/Coordinators Lunch held at one of the
hotel meeting rooms. Saturday evening they had the banquet
and award presentations with Ted Sorenson as
the Keynote Speaker. Ted talked for 15 minutes
or a little bit more about his sports car racing
experiences in the late ‘50s and the ‘60s, driv-
ing a variety of Triumphs and other sports cars
at many of the east and midwest courses as
well as some of the bigger courses in the south-
east. It was enjoyable and well received!

The distribution of awards went slowly as
there were a whole lot of awards that had to be
given out, but they had several ‘award runners’
to deliver the plaques to the lucky individuals
fairly quickly.

Andy Packard’s beautiful, red, modified
TR250 took top-time-of-the-day in the Auto-

When | arrived at the meeting, Blake cross. Unfortunately for Andy, Phil Ethier was
Discher, the President of VTR was speaking driving his car on the fastest run and took 1st
about how VTR needs to grow its membership. with Andy taking home the 2nd place award in

He stated that the one thing that has contributed  the M-6 class The Autocross awards suffered

the most to their growth in the last few years has  from some scoring difficulties at least in my class,
been the merged VTR/Triumphest events. The S-6. That night they awarded three places in that
San Luis Obispo event was a great success for class but according to the results that were sent
the attendees and both VTR and the southern out via email Sunday afternoon, my time should
California host club. (The next joint

event will be held in San Rafael, CAin

2013 and hosted by Triumph Travel-

ers.) They discussed some insurance e
issues and then Dennis Lambert from
SCTOA talked a few minutes about the
2011 Triumphest to be held Sept.15th
through the 18th at Big Bear Resort in
the mountains above Los Angeles. |
gave a short introduction to our Tri-
umphest 2012, describing the Little
America venue and the many tourist
attractions near Flagstaff that made it
an ideal area for a sports car event like
Triumphest. | handed out the remain-
ing Triumphest 2012 brochures that
John had given me. John had earlier
given out about 150 of them at the
Concours and Participants Choice car
shows. The Flagstaff venue was well received have given me a 3rd place award. After a lot of
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emailing back and forth, and with thanks to Joe
Curry, who recognized that the 2nd place car was
actually a Spitfire, so he was scored in the wrong
class completely. So if all goes well | should be
receiving a 2nd place plaque, but in any case |
know that my time was 2nd fastest in my class!
WooHool!!

During the Concours awards, | was happy
to hear that my TR250 received 393 points out of
the possible 400! However, it turned out that was

only good enough for a tie for 3rd place! Obvi-
ously, this is a very competitive event of course |
was still very happy to take home 3rd Place!

On Sunday morning there was a continen-
tal breakfast in the VTR registration area. There
were a lot of folks hanging around to visit and
say their goodbyes, and ‘see you next time’, etc.
| said my goodbyes and headed out. From Breck-
enridge, | headed north to I-70 and then west to
Grand Junction, CO, taking CO-141 south to-
wards the small hamlet of Gateway.

Gateway is about 50 miles south of Grand
Junction and virtually in the middle of nowhere,
but that is where you will find the Gateway Auto
Museum! This is the home of the Hendricks auto
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collection it turns out that Hendricks is the found-
er/CEO of the Discovery Channel, you know:
MythBusters, Animal Planet, Auction Kings, TLC,
Oprah Winfrey Channel, Science Channel, etc.
etc. | had never heard of him or his museum until
a friend sent an email with a link to the museum:
( http://www.gatewayautomuseum.com/ ) Check
it out.

The museum has over forty beautifully
restored cars on display. Models from the turn
of the century to several excellent
examples from the ‘60s and ‘70s.
Over the years he has been a
strong bidder at the Barrett-Jack-
son Auctions and a few years ago
paid some $3.5 million for the only
existing model of the 54 Oldsmo-
bile F-88 Starfire concept car, and
it is gorgeous, in fact they all are!

The Drive down CO-141 to
Cortez, CO where | planned to
stay the first night is really a great
drive, no traffic; you go through
miles of beautiful red-rock can-
yons, carved by a small slow flow-
ing stream along side of the road.

Cortez is a pretty small
town but is located at the junc-
tion of a couple of apparently busy
Colorado highways, so has a lot of motels and
restaurants. | spent a restful night in Cortez and
enjoyed the relatively low 6200 foot elevation.

It rained during the night and | dried off the car
before breakfast,

and was soon on my way southwest to the Four
Corners. This was my first visit to this part of the
country so | enjoyed myself and took my time.
Four Corners is as someone else said, a bit
tacky, but | enjoyed visiting with several Navajo
vendors selling all kinds of typical tourist trinkets.
Although many of the items were of excellent
quality and even similar to what | have seen at
the Heard Indian Market in Phoenix. | ended up
buying two small pieces to add to our collection
of American Indian art.



| continued on through the Navajo Na-
tion to Chinle but didn’t feel | had time to do the
Canyon de Chelly; I'll have to go back there as
| really want to see that. My drive through that
area was interesting, with lots of huge geologi-
cal features to be seen, a good road and almost
zero traffic. | dropped straight down to 1-40 from
Chinle so | could go through the Petrified Forrest
and Painted Desert National Pak. What a beauti-
ful sight that is! This is one of those things that
anyone that gets anywhere near the park should
not just pass by, but stop and see it!

| spent Monday night in Winslow at La
Posada Hotel. What an interesting place, sev-
eral years ago we had stopped there just after
the restoration had begun. From their website:
“La Posada Hotel, the ‘last of the great railroad
hotels’, offers a unique cultural experience for
Southwest travelers. Built in 1929 for the Santa
Fe Railway, La Posada is truly one of America’s
treasures”. It is one of the last Harvey House
hotels to still be in operation. The most notable
one is El Tovar at the Grand Canyon. La Posada
is a National Historical Site as are most of the
Fred Harvey hotels still standing. | was walking
around in the lobby area, enjoying a beer after |
arrived, and a retired couple came up and asked
me if | was driving the ‘blue TR’ that was parked
outside. The fact that | was wearing a ‘Wheels
of Britain’ tee-shirt made the identification fairly
easy. | confessed that, ‘Yes, | was!” They then
told me that we had stayed at the same motel in
Cortez, and that | had passed their SUV twice on
the way south and that as they were arriving at
the Hubble Trading Post | was just leaving and
now here we were again staying at the same
hotel! It seems that they had spent a good deal of
time when they were in college and after, driving
a TR4 and later an MGB. Now though they spent
most of their vacation time riding steam trains,
such as the Durango and Silverton RR which
they had recently visited.

From Winslow | headed straight down
AZ 87 to Fountain Hills and home. The car ran
incredibly well with absolutely no problems or is-
sues. On the highway it runs smooth and straight,
with no shimmy, shakes or vibrations of any kind.

It seems willing to cruise at almost any speed
comfortably; it is really a great driver!

Wanna AutoX?

Stu Lasswell

Summer is almost over, and it's time for
the fall SCCA autocross season opener. The
first event is coming up on Sunday, September
11. This is the weekend before Triumphest, so
for those of you attending that event this might
be a good shakedown event as well as a practice
session for the autocross on Big Bear, CA. I'll be
running my TR3, if | can get my axle swap done
in time, and | know several of you showed an
interest it trying your hand at this type of safe, low
speed competition. | imagine it will still be a bit
warm here in a couple of weeks, but | think you
will find it to be a fun way to spend a Sunday out
playing with your car.

The event will start at about 7:00 am, with
course walking, tech inspection, etc. and then 2
groups of cars running. Then there is a break,
another period of registration,course walking and
tech, then two more groups running. After a short
break, two more sessions of “Timed Runs” (fun
runs) take place, and the day is over around 4:00
pm. Although it will be cooler during the earlier
runs, the course is usually “greener” (dustier, less
rubber laid down) and many of the more serious
competitors will be out. | usually run in the later
run groups, as | can sleep in a bit longer, watch
the earlier run groups to see what they do, and
then do the “fun runs” for the extra practice, with-
out having to be there all day!

If you are an SCCA member, the cost is $20
to run, plus an additional $15 for the “Time Only”
runs if preregistered (online). Non-members pay
$30, also $15 for “Time Only” runs when prereg-
istered. It's $35 at the event, so preregistering
is worthwhile. Either way you pay when you get
there, but preregistering helps them know what
to expect. The “extra” $10 non-members pay is
for a (required) SCCA weekend membership, and
counts toward the annual membership if you later
choose to join.
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Pretty much all of our little British cars fall into
the same competition class, with modifications
being the final determining factor for autocross
classification. All Triumphs (except the TR8)
fall in HS (H Stock), at least when they are truly
stock. So do pretty much all MGs, Healeys, Fiats,
and such. In reality, most of our cars aren’t stock
any more. | think John Nuss can get away with
calling his Spitfires stock, but things like headers,
wider wheels, urethane bushings, EDIS ignition
systems and such push you out of “stock”. | run
my TR3 in FSP (F Street Prepared). | imagine if
Ken Schmidt brings Debra’s Spit, it'll be in FSP,
as would Armond’s GT6. I'd like to see John
Horton’s Locost 7 run, but | don’t know yet how
it would be classed. Just know that you’ll all be
in a “Novice” class, so you'll just be competing
against others of similar skill or experience. Cars
are “handicapped” based on their classification in
an attempt to level the playing field, so to speak.

All you need to run your car is the usual safety
equipment, have your battery secured, and seat
belts. If you have a recent SNELL approved
helmet, great, but there will be loaners available
(free, of course). For more information you can
check out the official website <www.azsolo.com>
or just give me a call or email.
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The International Club
for TR7 and TR8 Owners

From showroom stock con-
cours to ground pounding con-
versions, serving all Triumph
Wedge Car owners.

4 color newsletters per year,
plus national and regional
gatherings at major shows. 25
year archive of technical infor-
mation to help you keep your
car on the road.

Dues: $15 per year

Triumph Wedge Owners Assn.
1591 People's Creek Rd.
Advance, NC 27006
(336) 998-6501

www. TriumphWedgeOwners.org
info@TriumphWedgeOwners.org

Formerly the TR8 Car Club of America
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BRITISH MASTER MECHANIC & AUTO
ELECTRICIAN

REBUILDING & TUNING, CARBURETORS, BRAKING, SUSPENSION,
STEERING, INSTRUMENTS, DISTRIBUTORS, SWITCHES ETC!

AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIR & FAULT FINDING!

FULLY CERTIFIED WITH OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE!

Specialising in Austin Morris, MG, Triumph, Jaguar, Sunbeam, Lotus, TVR,
Riley, Wolseley, Rolls Royce, Bentley, Land Rover, Alfa Romeo, Fiat,
Lancia and more...

C.A.R.S of PHOENIX ,LLC
2742 E, BELL ROAD
PHOENIX , AZ
85032
TEL: 623-824-3777
www.englishbawbsclassics.com

E.MAIL bobbranton@hotmail.com
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MNote that regular Meeting locations are on the second Tuesdayr of the Mﬂnth
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Denny’'s Restaurant
650 N. Scottsdale Rd.
Tempe, AZ 85281

29



DCTRA NEWSLETTER
743 N. 22nd Place
Mesa, AZ, U.S.A. 85213




